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A NEW DAY.


Mayor’s Disability Council Board Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, November 4, 2025, 3:00 to 5:00 PM
City Hall, St James 117 W Duval St | 4th Floor | Mayor’s Conference Room

Meeting Called to order at: by Ray Pringle, Chairman of the Board, at 3:05pm and started with the Pledge of Allegiance 

Welcome & Introductions
· Member’s Present: Natalie Alden, Barbara Brown, Dominique DeWitt, Ron McCauley, Jose Morales, Dan O’Connor, Ray Pringle & Stephanie Young
· Ad-Hoc Members Present: Gonzague Gonza (VR), Lou Anne Hasty (CareerSource), Aaron Neff (Jacksonville Public Library), Rebecca Scissors (DCPS), Mia Johnson (JTA), Cpt. Rickie Grace & Cpt. Wilbur Hightower (JFRD), Jason (DCPS), 
· Citizens Present: Lisa Law Washington & Dajsha Washington (Disabled Citizen) Sharon Dykes, (CIL), Teona Haugabook (Ms. Wheelchair Fl), John Nooney (Citizen), Jose Rodriguez (Pine Castle), Maria Duque (Arc Jacksonville), Chelsea Caudill, Breanna Garner (Wolfson’s Children’s Hospital)
· Staff Present: Kara Tucker, Sara King & Tereese Goodloe

Vote to Approve Agenda 
· Moved by: Natalie Alden, Second by: Dan O’Connor.
Vote to Approve Minutes: 
· Moved by: Dan O’Connor to approve minutes from: October 7, 2025. Second by: Natalie Alden.

Announcements / updates: Kara Tucker, Chief Disabled Services
· New DPEP Flyer with QR Code
· New Rack Card
· DO’s & Don’ts also being updated
· Action Item – will check to make sure 30min limit rule for chauffeurs included
· 2 new volunteers have joined program since the training and last MDC meeting
· Administrator for DPEP no longer with the city, last day was yesterday, she chose to go on to pursue other family goals
· As soon as we post the position will let MDC know
· New Flyer for Entrepreneurship Program also with QR Code
· Next class scheduled to be February of 2026
· Application is live – applicants can apply at any time
· Kara was on First Coast Connect yesterday with one of the graduates from the 1st Cohort to talk about the program
· AI in the Workplace Lunch & Learn – Kara was a Panelist:
· UNF reached out to get a statement regarding their AI in the Workplace Certificate Program to feature our work we’re doing here with the council
· Employee of the Quarter – did not receive any nominations 
· Flyers regarding SNAP & Healthcare Benefits – mayor will do a press conference tomorrow

Dan O’Connor questioned why we did not have subcommittee meetings today, Kara replied due to office staff shortage and will be the same for December along with the CIL Breakfast Event at the same time as the subcommittee meetings, Kara also reminded that we will still have the 3pm – 5pm MDC meeting on 12/02/2025

Jose Commented because a lot of members of the disability community could not make it at 8am, it was moved up to a Brunch so that everybody could attend, MDC is invited and we would like to have a headcount 

· Jack Gillrup Award Nominations – 2 received
· Mark Weidman
· Brandon Pourch
Discussion about both nominations coming from CIL and the timely manner of receiving the nomination information for review. This was tabled by Board Chair, Ray Pringle

Subcommittee Reports update – Kara Tucker
· Brian will be staff member from Parks & Recs that will attend Adaptive Rec & Medical Access Subcommittee meetings going forward
· Update as of 10:30am today, sponsorship ordinance had already been moved up to EOC
· Natalie put together talking points for Duval Delegation 

Ad Hoc Reports:
Career Source of NE Florida – Lou Anne Hasty
· SNAP Department closed due to current situation, refer anyone complaining about or anyone having a problem to Department of Children and Family
Brooks Rehab – Megan Hyman (not present, emailed updates to Kara)
· Impossible Dream Special Event – 10/24 – 10/26
· Fully Accessible Racing Catamaran
· Docked for 4 days in Amelia Island 
· 46 participants were served
· New Water Fitness Class – Tuesdays, 12 -1pm at Brooks YMCA
· For more info contact: adaptivesports@brooksrehab.org

Duval County Public Schools – Rebecca Scissors, ADA Coordinator
· Making sure employees are good with their accommodations
· Working on improving the accessibility of the website
Breanna Garner (member of public) questioned about the closing of the Jericho School for Children with Autism 
Rebecca Scissors requested to speak with her after the meeting

Jacksonville Fire & Rescue Department (JFRD) – Cpt. Rickie Grace
· Sensory Kits completed
· New Public Relations Officer – Lt. Wilber Hightower
Jacksonville Public Library – Aaron Neff
· [bookmark: _Hlk209705500]Talking Books and Books by Mail Programs continue, unabated by the Government shut down
· National Library Service that handles Braille reader delivery are delayed in acquiring new or replacement devices and their Alexia services have been shut down as of last week
Jacksonville Transportation Authority – Mia Johnson
· Not present
Vocational Rehab (VR) – Gonza Gonzague
· No special events this month

Old/New Business:
· Next Florida Rehabilitation Council Meeting, 1st or 2nd week of February, Jose will send out the exact date one he receives but will be righ here in Jacksonville 
· DBS and VR’s Advisory Board

Public Comment 
· John Nooney, 2023-0819, 8356 Bascom Road
· Still seeking a MDC Resolution recognizing Nooney’s efforts in advancing the FIND – Florida Inland Navigation District’s Potential Land Acquisition Projects 158833-0000 Boylan, 134059-0000 Amaro & 137044-0000 Carrico that would benefit all citizens of Duval County in Jacksonville
· Mr. Nooney spoke about the Awning for the JTA Regional Center and that OGC should be at the MDC Board meetings
· Mr. Nooney states he’s open to working with anyone who’s ever done a resolution because he’s never drafted one
· Suggestion made by Stephanie Young to write an acknowledgement instead of a resolution 
Discussion started: Chairman Ray Pringle states he would like to do a letter of support. Dan O’Connor requests more clarity, feels like there is some self-interest, there was a request for bullet point from Mr. Nooney then we can provide a letter of support

Vacancies 
· 4 seats available – Jose suggests filling seats
· Kara will meet with Administration to review applications on file
· Natalie made a reminder to do nominations in December

Announcement was made to members of the Public to fill out speaker cards if you would like to speak, comment, or ask questions so that we are compliant with Sunshine Regulations 

Motion to Adjourn: Moved by: Dan O’Connor, Second by: Ron McCauley  


Chair: Ray Pringle | Vice-Chair: Stephanie Young
Members: Natalie Alden, Barbara Brown, Dominique DeWitt,
Ron McCauley, Jose Morales, Dan O’Connor & Anida Pollo
Disabled Services Division (904) 255-5466
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