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A NEW DAY.


Mayor’s Disability Council Board Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, August 5, 2025, 3:00 to 5:00 PM |
City Hall, St James | 117 W Duval St | 4th Floor | Mayor’s Conference Room

Members Present: Natalie Alden, Barbara Brown, Jose Morales, 
Dan O’Connor, Anida Pollo, Ray Pringle, Stephanie Young
Ad-Hoc Members Present: Lou Anne Hastey (CareerSource), Megan Hyman (Brooks Rehab), Rickie Grace (JFRD), Meredith Frederking & Rebecca Scissors (DCPS), 
Citizens Present: Sharon Dykes, Sara Gaver (Advocate), Gloriann Whittington (Pine Castle), Stephanie Hunt & Casidy Dukes (ADA Centers Florida), Carla Grand & Amy Grand (Parent of disabled adult), Brittney Sellers (Student & Disabled adult), 
Staff Present: Kara Tucker & Tereese Goodloe 
Guest Present: Zoe Long (Scholarship winner), Azizi Merriweather (mom), Elias Qadiry (Scholarship winner), Angela TenBroeck (Executive Farmer Presenter), Jamie Marchio (UNF Center for Nutrition and Food Security, Presenter), Tommy Mandala (Permobil Presenter)

Meeting Called to order at: 3:03pm by Ray Pringle, Chairman of the Board
Vote to Approve Agenda 
· Moved by: Jose Morales to approve minutes from: August 5, 2025. Second by: Dan O’Connor.
Pledge of Allegiance: all in attendance
Parliamentarian: given by Jose Morales
Vote to Approve Previous Minutes: 
· Moved by: Natalie Alden to approve minutes from: June 3, 2025. Second by: Jose Morales.
· Moved by: Natalie Alden to approve corrections minutes from: April 1, 2025. Second by: Barbara Brown.
· Moved by: Natalie Alden to re-approve minutes from: March 5, 2025. Second by: Dan O’Connor.
Guest Speaker: Angela Timbrook, Center for Sustainable Agriculture (CSAEC)
		CenterSAEC@gmail.com, www.caaec.org 
· Presentation – Growing Abilities: Empowering People with Disabilities to Become Farmers in Duval County
· Empower Disabled Farmers with adaptive tools, inclusive community programs and benefits of supporting disabled farmers
· UNF – Community Partner
· Build programs all over the state and country that have been adaptive programs: 
· Primarily in schools & some private properties
· Silver Sands School – Fort Walton Beach, idea was to turn this school space into an opportunity for the students to learn a career, grow food and have a farmers’ market 
· All sorts of adaptive opportunities from growing inside a controlled environment, to 3FT planter heights, to raised beds where you can take your power chairs over
· It allows the community to have fresh produce that they grow and possibly have a market
· Adaptability – working with machinery is a possibility and probability today with opportunities of adaptive technology (example: a wireless controller chair being utilized on a farm that allows positioning of different tools)
·  IOT – the internet of things in Agriculture, cell phones will allow us to remotely control or look at our farms to see what’s happening in areas or reducing water 
· Working on access to public properties:
· Bethesda Park, city of Jacksonville
· Public schools that offer access to local (Duval County still working on that)
· Private or Charter Schools
· Boys and Girls Club or public community land
· Awareness gaps: support and solutions
· Adaptive techniques
· Policy recommendations (MDC)
· Community engagement (Angela TenBroeck) 
· Working in partnerships 
· Leads to Apprenticeships:
· On farm work or at home
· Seeding projects 
· Micro-growing 
· Aquaculture
· Rent Extension Plots in the city of Jacksonville
· Career Opportunity:
· Entrepreneurship
· Innovative Technology
· Business ownership
· Facility at Jacksonville School for Autism (JSA)
· Indoor/Outdoor gardening in partnership with UNF’s Center for Nutrition and Food Security
· Projects going on all over the city:
· Angel Kids
· Daniel Kids
· SA Hull Elementary
· Minds of The Future Academy
· Opportunity for funding through Kids Hope Alliance and other private partners
Guest Speaker: Jamie Marchio, UNF Center for Nutrition & Food Security, Partner with Angela TenBroeck, Center for Sustainable Agriculture (CSAEC)
Nourish to Flourish, unf.edu/brooks/n2f
· Heavily involved in the education piece until partnered with Angela TenBroeck
· Now we’ve added this piece to the puzzle where we wanted to get to the point where we can teach a man or woman to fish instead of giving them a fish for a day
· Through this program we teach kids how to do this
· Group of UNF students manage the greenhouse every day:
· Feeding the fish
· Look at the metrics of the tank itself
· Clean the tank
· Monitor the systems
· Now to the point where we are growing produce
· Next step is UNF students teach the students from JSA to do all this
· Next phase is to take everything in the greenhouse into the school, go into the kitchen and start to teach them how to prepare it and eventually get to the point where we start to develop entrepreneurs where they can start preparing it themselves
Questions and Discussions:
Dan O’Connor – DBS Residential Training facility in Daytona used to have an Agricultural Program, looking for something similar, is it possible to get this program there?  We are looking to provide training facilities all over the state, the idea is everyone can farm and there’s just a few adaptations needed to do that, I think this is an opportunity that has not been explored before
Jose Morales - is there a way to connect with the Employment subcommittee Entrepreneurship Program? Angela states she and Kara are already working on that
Guest Speaker: Tommy Mandala, Permobil
· Seating and mobility manufacture
· oldest in the world
· founded in Sweeden by Dr. Per Udden:
· had a friend in a power chair (Everest & Jennings) back in the 60’s but was not able to get around the way he should be getting
· Everest & Jennings - power chair manufacture 
· Dr. Per Udden developed a Front-wheel drive power chair and set up a meeting with Everest & Jennings and got laughed out of the Board Room
· As a result, Permobil was created
· Mission Statement is how Permobil approaches everything by thinking outside the box
· Medicare will not approve or purchase a power chair if you mention you’re going to use the chair outdoors
· Standing Power Chairs - trying to attach it to a Bill, Congress people and senators helping to try and get it approved 
· Technology – Infrared & Bluetooth capabilities
· Seat Cushions – developing a sensor in the cushion where it can read your pressure and tell if a body shift is needed
· Permobil Foundation - Separate from the company:
· Permobil donates a certain percentage of all the products they ship out to the Foundation
· The foundation raises its own money through corporations, the Permobil company and Permobil Reps
Question: how does it do on different terrains? 2 different devices, front-wheel drive & mid-wheel drive, both good for indoor/outdoor but front-wheel drive is better for outdoor. Will always qualify someone to see what they’re trying to accomplish and see what they want the chair to do.
Question by Jose Morales - is there any legislation right now that we should be looking at? Once we get it into the senate and congress, I think it will be in September or October and then we are going into open forum and will pass on all the information to you all so that you can reach out to your congressmen and senators
What is your stance and feedback on the Right to Repair Act? It was brought up because the national accounts are taking so long to repair an item, however, you can’t blame them too much because they’re following the guidelines of the insurance and insurance wants justification of everything that needs to be fixed on the chair. We are getting involved with that but not sure how deep we are getting into because we are not sure about the capability of changing out motors and things like that but the cosmetics and things, anything that would be a plug and play, easy to change out the patient would be able to buy directly from us as a manufacturer. Also, we are trying to reduce the time of repair, meaning all our chairs are connected now so we can actually see these chairs remotely so we can see how often a chair is being charged, we can see how often the seat functions are used and we’re trying to work with the rehab hospitals to make patients more compliant. But we are also able to see what’s going on with the chair and if repairs are needed, we can see repair codes popping up, helping to reduce the down time.
Question: Do they have people with disabilities testing the equipment? Yes, we do.
And if so, how can we get involved?  We as Reps can let the company know we have individuals ready to test
Question by Natalie Alden – Can you talk a little bit about your White Paper?  The University of Pittsburg, which we worked very closely with, came out with the White Paper but you have to pay to access it, so Permobil came out with the Blue Paper which is available on our website and it shows the scientific study of why standing is beneficial  
Announcements / updates: Kara Tucker, Chief COJ Disabled Services
· James Brady Scholarship:
· 3 winners of the scholarship this year
· Most we’ve done in the past couple of years
· Each will get $2500 
· 2 winners here in attendance today
· Zoe Long, graduated from Raines HS, will be attending FAMU, majoring in Crimenial Law
· Sereneti Harris graduated from Douglas Anderson, will be attending FSCJ, majoring Dance (not in attendance)
· Elias Qadiry, graduated from Terry Parker, attending UNF majoring in Engineering
· Still have memberships seats available on MDC:
· Can apply on the city website under Boards and Commissions 
· send resume to Disabled Services Division
· recommendation that you attend at least 3 meetings
· Graduated our first Entrepreneurship Class:
· 8 out of 12 students graduated
· July 11, 2025 
· 2025 Disability & Adaptive Sports Expo
· July 26, 2025, 35th anniversary of the ADA
· Will have some final numbers at next meeting 
· Feedback from Linked-In post and Exhibitor & Attendee surveys
· Will do a de-brief meeting with staff
· 2026 Expo tentative dates will be between 07/22 & 07/25
· Emergency Preparedness Conference with CIL:
· Friday, August 8, 2025, 9am – 3pm
· Schultz Center
· Can register online until Thursday, 08/07/25
· Working with Global Jax in hosting 8 individuals from Japan that also work in emergency management.
· Any MDC members that would like to meet with the Delegation, let Jose know, they will be meeting with Emergency Department Leaders at 11am in a separate room during the conference 
· Challenge Coin Examples
· Sponsorship Request:
· EPC received Friday, 08/01/25
· Dinner with Bill (November 7, 2025) 
Motion by Natalie Alden to decline, 2nd by Dan O’Connor, all in favor, motion moved to approved.
Discussion: Jose Morales states he is fine if we do not support it but in his opinion the money in the Trust Fund is to go back in the community and this is one disability group that gets a lot of money and attention but its something we’ve done for a long time so be ok when they come back and say we are not caring.
Dan O’Connor states does not think that it should be automatically assumed that we will support from year to year just because we’ve always supported and that’s with any entity, states its almost like favored status 
· Special Olympics (September 13, 2025)
· Buddy Walk
· Discussion: Natalie Alden states with Officer Hamilton leaving, we’ve had almost a year of a reduction of tickets being written and caution the board of approving sponsorships at this time. If we are going to support any of them, we do with reduced funding
· Suggestion made to bring the sponsorship application to one of the subcommittee meetings next month to go over and come up with an SOP
· Board Chair, Ray Pringle advised will table all other sponsorship requests until next meeting 
· Subcommittee Quorum Change
· Board Chair, Ray Pringle, changed members from 5 members to 3 members
· Ad Hoc members can attend subcommittee meetings but cannot vote 
· Board Attendance:
· Motion by Natalie Alden to remove Teona Haugabook due to lack of attendance. 2nd by Barbara Brown. All in favor, so motion carries
· Discussion opened:
·  Jose Morales asked if she has made any attempts to say why she’s not attending meetings. 
· Kara Tucker advised, yes in the beginning and no, not recently
· Natalie Alden states there have been issues with not coming to the board meetings but being seen at several events in the city around the same timeframe 
Subcommittee Reports:
Employment – Stephanie Young
· Entrepreneurship Program -  
· 12 applicants total, 8 graduated including Jose Morales who audited the class
· Waiting for the evaluation report from Jose 
· 1 graduate has already been in business for a year so will apply for the JSEB program
· Still in a holding pattern for the Entrepreneurship mindset certificate, it wasn’t ready when they graduated, need to add that as the next cohort 
· Partnership with JSEB so need to make sure branding is clear
· Press release was sent by Kara just need to review so we can get that released
· Pledge Card still with OG so passed that
· Future Agenda items – no quorum, couldn’t do much
· Jacksonville Human Rights Commission – attended as guest speakers, 
· They have 1 open position available, and they asked that we share with the council
· partnering with them for Disability Employment awareness month, for Hiring Abilities 
· October 29, 2025, 11:30am – 1pm
· Main Library, Multipurpose Room
· AI and Employment Lunch & Learn event
· HR people target market but Open to public
· Mentorship tabled to October 2026 
· City of Jacksonville’s Fall Job Fair – no updates
Legislation, Education & Public Safety (LEAPS) – Jose Morales
· Did not have a quorum but had great discussion:
· Legislation – right to repair
· Add to Duval County Delegation – information from the previous 2years 
· Florida – any amputee can get a lifetime placard, and pregnant woman can get placard for 1 year
· New APD Director – Kara shared information
· Public Safety – Register for the EPC to get free lunch
· Education – James Brady Scholarship
· 3 Scholarship winners
Adaptive Recreation & Medical Access – Ray Pringle
· Jill Enz with Parks & Recs, guest speaker
· Sunny Acers: putting in a new Fire Station, an Airnasium that would cover 2 basketball courts, pool is gone
· Airnasium is like a carport where the air comes in and flows through
· Riverfront Plaza will be completed by the end of the year, 4 parks along the Southbank
· Inclusive playground is at Pearl Street
· Still working on Emerald Trail
· Not a whole lot of information about where all the parking will be
· Metro Park will be leveled out where there’s not different levels
· Ed Austin and Oceanway parks have inclusive playgrounds
· Ring Haver and Bob Hayes – synthetic turf
Ad Hoc Reports:
Duval County Public Schools –
 Rebecca Scissors
· Teachers, Administration and Educational Staff started back this Monday
· New Case Management System for any Disability, Religion, Pregnancy request
Meredith Fredeking
· Duval County Schools is an A district this year
· Students back so all buses on the road
· New transportation for students with disability
· Parents can go on into FOCUS to see if routes and buses are correct
· Still have valencies for self-contained classes
Jacksonville Fire & Rescue Department (JFRD) – Cpt. Rickie Grace
· Started receiving supplies for sensory kits, once fully assembled with distribute to the rescues throughout the city for Hurricane Preparedness, special medical needs and REVAMP
· Reached out to Training and Exercises, they will reach out to MDC when they do full scale exercises throughout the city – some planning for December or January, will bring more information once received
Jacksonville Public Library Talking Books – Tonja Ferrell (not present)
Jacksonville Transportation Authority – Mia Johnson (not present)
MV Transportation – Brent Olsen (not present)
Vocation Rehabilitation (VR) – Gonza Gonzague (not present)
Career Source of NE Florida – Lou Anne Hasty
· Career fairs every Wednesday, always on Beach Blvd
Brooks Rehab – Megan Hyman
· Held our Flip-Flopping Fun Event for the first time in 6 years
· Had Hawaiian Dancers
· Couple hundred people there
· Starting a new digital intake process for our programs:
· People will get a link, or they can use a QR code
· Better for capturing 
· Will go through it with people not able to do on their own
· will still facilitate people who need paper forms 
· September 6 – Adaptive Water Skiing at Camp Blanding, registrations have not gone out yet
· September 27 - Learn to Play Sled Hockey Clinic at the Community First Igloo
· Same weekend that USA Hockey is bringing a Sled Hockey Player Development Clinic
· Will have Paralympians and Team USA Coaches   
· Plant House, Adaptive Gardening class for children – 
· This year we’re opening up for all ages
· In St. Johns County
· Community base garden but on private property
· New Event called the Impossible Dream
· Will be brought to Downtown
· Fully accessible Catamaran/Yacht
· Housed in Miami year round
· Summer months – May to October, sail up to England making stops all along the east coast for different non-profits & rehabilitation hospitals
· We will be that last stop on their tour
· They will be here for about 3 days
· Offering community base Sails
· Look up Impossible Dream online
Public Comment – Sharon Dykes
· States Natalie Alden and her were the one that spear-headed getting the Parking Program back to Disabled Services
· Trust Fund brought up earlier, why are tickets not being written and what’s the plan going forward to make sure that program continues and flourishes  
Motion to Adjourn: Moved by: Natalie Alden, Second by: Dan O’Connor


Chair: Ray Pringle | Vice-Chair: Stephanie Young
Members: Natalie Alden, Barbara Brown, Dominique DeWitt,
Ron McCauley, Jose Morales, Dan O’Connor & Anida Pollo
Disabled Services Division (904) 255-5466
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