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John Keane, President

The President’s Report

VICTORY. After over 30 years of hearings, promises, and debate urgin
Congress to repeal the Social Securit Indfall Elimination Provision E\;/\/EP)
and Government Pension Offset (GPO), we reached “victory lane” early in
the morning of December 21st, 2024, when the Senate voted to pass HR 82.
The vote was 74 - 20 to approve the Social Security Fairness Act repealing
the WEP and GPO. These provisions unfairly target government retirees
who are eligible for benefits they have paid for and also receive a
%overnmental ension. The House passed the Social Security Fairness Act
y a vote of 327 to 75 on November 12, 2025. The bill will be sent to the
President, who has pledged to sign the legislation. We thank all who
supported the enactment — FOP, IAFF, NARFE, NLCU, AFT, AFL-CIO, and

others. _
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A “full house” of REA members and guests
enjoyed socializing and listening to the
background sound of holiday music at the
December Quarterly Meeting. A brief
Membership Meeting and installation of
Officers for 2025 was followed by a delicious
holiday meal of seasonal favorites — smoked
turkey and ham — with all the trimmings,
finished with assorted desserts. See photos of
the event elsewhere in “The Scoop.” Thanks
our hosts — Jacksonville Firefighters, and the
award-winning “cooking crew.” Over 40 ¥% 50 Years of service
Members left smiling after winning a Door ’  tothe City Employees of

; . Jacksonville, FL
prize drawing. - 1974 to 2024

D e

Earlier this year, the REA Offices moved from
the City and Police Credit Union to the Police
and Fire Pension Fund Building at T West
Adams Street: same telephone number and
the same excellent service from our staff.
President John Keane addressing the

Continued on page 2 Annual membership meeting.



2

Continued from page 1

During 2024, the Board began expanding our social programs with a proposed bus trip to New Orleans that
has been postponed until early 2025; a day train trip to Winter Park that was a great success and will be
repeated; (See story on page 7); special pricing and seating for dinner shows at the Alhambra that will be
unveiled in the Spring; offshore fishing trip for the anglers; the idea of a trip to the Tampa area with major
league baseball training games, and many other ideas. We invite suggestions for different activities and have
room on our committee for all who want to serve.

We are planning a Board retreat to review our Annual Plan. One of our most important projects is to expand
and strengthen our membership with the “Each One Get One” program, which will be discussed in the next
edition.

Our top legislative priority for 2025 is the introduction of a “one-time” pension supplement for qualified City
retirees. We have spent many months laying the groundwork and seeking the support of our elected
officials.
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November-December 2024

CHRISTMAS PARTY WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

ALAN AIINSLEY
TAMERA BRANAM
CLIFFORD BUCKLEY
TRACY BUTLER
MARISA CARTER
PHYLLIS CLAYTON
DERON DUKES
KATHLEEN EDWARDS-MITCHELL
ROSEMARY HINES
MARY HOLTON
KATHERINE JOHNSON
PATRICK JOHNSON

DEBORAH LECOUNT
SHEILA LOMAN

NEIL MCCORMACK

KIM A. MCCOY

ANN OFFENBERG

D. PERONALD PEACOCK
TODD PELLETIER
CHRISTINA RIDENOUR
WILLIAM W ROBINSON
TIMOTHY SMALLWOOD
LUZ M SMITH
MAURENA SMITH

3928 Baymeadows Rd., Suite 108, Jacksonville, FL 32217
Place Your Ad Here and National Cremation Society
Support our Community! :
Instantly create and 7 904-346-3331

We are available 24 hours a day,
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Engaging,

ad-supported

print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

Scanto
Visit Ipicommunities.com contact us!

@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com 16-0488
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2025 has the potential to be outstanding for our organization, and REA is always
looking for new members. This year will be no different. When you speak with your
retired colleagues, please consider encouraging them to join you in REA. The bigger
our organization, the more powerful we, the retired community, can be.

From the Secretary’s desk...Greg Radlinski

I'm sure you've noticed that Second Vice President Darryl Patterson, who chairs the
Social Committee, has rolled out a new initiative to offer short trips to nearby
attractions. If you were on the train trip to Winter Park, you got a taste of the
possible. A trip to Biloxi is in the works. Over the years you have enjoyed visits to area
attractions. REA welcomes your suggestions for future destinations.

At the Annual Members' Meeting/Christmas Party, the officers and directors elected at the September
Quarterly Meeting were sworn in to their 2025 offices. There is still a vacancy on the Board--the REA
Historian. In the case of vacancies, the President, with the concurrence of the Board, may fill the vacancy
by appointment. If you are interested in serving, please call the REA Office or any Board member. Give us
the opportunity to appoint you to the Board.

While the Historian curates our organization, The Real Scoop welcomes articles from REA members about
their experiences working for the City. If you have stories to tell—humorous, insightful, historically
significant, etc.--and you'd like to see your name in print--put pen to paper and send the tale to the REA
Office. The 2000+ members of REA would love to reminisce with you, and the newsletter editor is always
looking for articles the members would enjoy reading.

SIGN UP &

START .
SAVING |~ REWARDS

Rewards in Progress

Buy 8 coffey,
» e Trinks, get i,
FREE

Fountain o freger,

coee © Earn Points.
' Save On Gas.

o

Download the My GATE _ W el g

Rewards app or visit
mygatestore.com/rewards O | -
to sign up.

~
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RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF THE CONSOLIDATED CITY OF JACKSONVILLE
JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2025

Eric Smith, Immediate Past President

Your Pension Plan

The GEPP TRUST FUND has about $2..748 billion as its balance. It earned 17.2% year to date return on its
investments. Over the last five years the plan earned an enviable 7.5% return on investment.

On a very serious note..CAVEAT EMPTOR ..see this short note below and have no doubt for all the good
your computer can be for you as well as your cell phone, the rotten thieves are after you and those you
love.

About two weeks ago a lady who had a durable power of attorney for a wonderful elederly lady in memory
care called me in a panic. She had received a call from her lady friend demanding that she bring her
check book so she could give her banking information to a very nice person whom she met over the
phone who was going to gift her a substantial amount of money and deposit it in her bank account. She
asked if | would come over and visit with this sweet lady since she knew | had worked with her and they
both trusted me. When | got there this lady had no recollection of the incident so | converted what | was
going to say into a tutorial stressing that if any strangers called it would be wise to contact her lady Power
of attorney and her lawyer (me). With the facts | had you can bet they we, in fact, averted the potential
theft of our friend'’s life savings. | could not divulge names or all of the facts. | can tell you that this lady
served Jacksonville as a public employee for many years, is a widow, an exceedingly smart and loving per-
son. Here's the takeaway...if you for a minute think this cannot happen to you or someone in your family,
your love, you are hovering on the periphery of a devastating financial theft for which there is in all proba-
bility no likelihood of a recovery. Be sure to call me if | can ever help you. See you soon, God bless. Eric
Smith (904)635-2973; eric@ericsmithlaw.net
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New Year Resolutions From The Wisest Man Who Ever Lived

Year Resolutions (Principles) basically fall into 3 categories, they 5 Happy ’E

= New
ake us look better and live longer. (Longevity) i Yeal'! g
us have more. (Prosperity) %\m

> get along with everyone. (Peace)

t let thine heart keep my commandments:

and peace, shall they add to thee.

iples (Resolutions) that we should live by in order to have


https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-3-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-3-2/

/

PVPPVPPVPIPIPIIIPIIIIIIIIIIIIIVIIVPIVIIVIIVIIVIIVIVIIIVIVIIVIIIIIYY

: February is American Heart Month: How to save your own life
Your family and co-workers may never know, but steps you take now could save a life -- your life. That
would definitely make you their hero.
Doctors at the Mayo Clinic say heart disease is often preventable. Their recommendations include:
Don't smoke or use tobacco products. Smoking is the most powerful risk factor for heart disease. No
amount of smoke is safe. Women who smoke and take birth control pills are at even greater risk, espe-
@ cially after age 35.
@ Exercise. Regular exercise can reduce the risk of a fatal heart attack by nearly a quarter. Exercise also re-
@ duces stress, another significant risk factor. Though federal guidelines call for up to 60 minutes of exer-
@ cise a day, even small amounts of exercise can help.
@ Control cholesterol and eat a heart-healthy diet. Saturated fat and trans fats raise blood cholesterol lev-
@ cls and increase cardiovascular disease risk. Cholesterol is particularly worrisome because foods contain-
@ ing this type of fat are common in the American diet. Major sources include beef, butter, cheese, milk,
@ and coconut and palm oils.
The American Heart Association can help you calculate your cholesterol
intake and give important advice on how to control it. Visit cholesterollow-
down.org to see how to lower your cholesterol.
Vegetables and fruits are an important part of a heart-healthy diet. They
help prevent heart disease, cancer, and other diseases.
Maintain a healthy weight. Weight gain as an adult is mostly fatty tissue,
and is a risk factor for high blood pressure, high cholesterol, diabetes, and
heart disease.
Get regular health screenings. Healthy adults should have cholesterol lev-
els and blood pressure checked every two years, or more often if their
numbers are high.
A heart-healthy lifestyle doesn't have to be complicated. Just find ways to
¥ put heart-healthy habits into your life.
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ALL Aboard. The first REA train trip to Winter Park will leave the Amtrak Station
on January 29th at 7 AM. We will head south on train # 41. The train station is in
the heart of Winter Park, with numerous stores, shops, and restaurants within
walking distance. We will return on train # 98, leaving Winter Park at 1:50 and
arriving in Jacksonville at 4:40. Call Amtrak at 1-800-USA-RAIL and make your
reservation for a very enjoyable day trip.

Other Events and Meetings coming in 2025

Day Bus Trip to Hard Rock Tampa

Alhambra Dinner Theatre night

April 20, 2025 Quarterly Meeting—Annual Fish Fry 1:00PM

June 22, 2025 Quarterly Meeting 625 Stockton Street at 10.00AM

September 21, 2025 Annual BBQ & Quarterly meeting at 625 Stockton Street at 1:00PM
December 07, 2025 Annual Christmas Party at 625 Stockton Street at :.00PM

Update your information
What's new?

January is a good time to consider changes that may have occurred in your life during the past year. It's
important to keep your information up to date, including:
* Change of physical address, change in email addresses, landline and cellphone numbers.

wishes? Have you been married or divorced, or should your beneficiary be changed for some other rea-
son?

*In a more personal matter, does the beneficiary named on your life insurance reflect your current
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Across

1. Hippie's hangout
4. Like thick smoke
9. Carnaval site
10. Fancy feather
11. Commercials

12. Kind of colony
13. Wobble

15. Yours truly

16. Sink feature
18. Therefore

20. Upward slope
23. Slur over

25. Stable diet

26. More upscale
27. Tear

28. Go-getters

29. Roswell sighting

Answers on page 11

Down
1. Kind of fall
2. White House staff-

Gave medicine to
Pacifiers

Church official
Jog

Prayer leader

. Expunge

14. Wall Street fig-
ure

17. India's first
P.M.

18. Dispatch

19. Assortment

21. Inexperienced
22. AutoCorrect tar-
get

24. Rink surface

0o JdoUl WO




RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF THE CONSOLIDATED CITY OF 9
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JANUARY-FEBRUARY

Board of Directors 2024

President Sergeant-At-Arms General Employees Pension
John Keane, 904-509-5348 Larry Johnson, 904-745-4698 | Trustee
Eric Smith, 904-635-2973
Ist Vice President Members at Large
Terry Wood, 904-607-8872 Al Saffer, 904-302-4577 General Employees Pension
Advisory committee
2nd Vice President Charlene West, 904-502-0899 | Kent Mathis, 904-349-0158
Darryl Patterson, 904-881-2269
Laura English-Wms., Police and Fire Advisory
Secretary .
. . 904-881-6558 Tom Lumpkin, 904-237-5647
Greg Radlinski, 904-528-1316
Immediate Past President Police and Fire Trustee
Treasurer . .
Tom Waarum, 904-759-2102 Eric Smith, 904-635-2973 Terry Wood, 904-607-8872
Chaplain General Counsel Advisory Panel
Leona Spann, 904-635-8715 Paul Daragjati, 904-353-2400 | Emily (Flo) Clark 904-647-9819
Sheila Caulkins, 904-757-5183
Pete Ison, 904-923-8513

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlers!™ &

At HOME and AWAY! $1 Imo.

A Great local REA member and
Realtor is ready to serve your needs

B D K &= Florida Homes
ruce bouec | Realty & Mortgage
REALTOR® k

v Ambulance ¢ Police ¢ Family .
“STAY SAFEinthe ¢ GPS & Fall Alert " ( v Ready to serve your needs to buy, sell or invest!
HOME YOU LOVE!” () .
CALL NOW! 3 ® Call or text Bruce for a free consultation at

.% 800,809,3570 #md-m_edalert.com ‘

904-718-1361 or email - bdoueck@gmail.com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Advertise in our Newsletter!

CONTACT ME

— WE APPRECIATE DlIR AI]VERT[SERS'

'hey allow us to print
3

Angela Haschka

ahaschka@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6106

@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 © www.4lpi.com 16-0488
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WE REMEMBER IN SORROW
October-November-December 2024 .

RAQUEL BAEZA
JERRY C. BARNARD
JAMES H. BROWN
MARTHA P. COWAN

RITA A. CUNNINGHAM

ROBERT A. KEEFE

DENIS A. LEMIRE

JIMMY H. MEYER

VALARIE MORGAN

MILTON PYLE

BRUCE C. DURHAM VICKI M. STEVERS

SUSAN T. FARMER HERBERT W. WILSON

FRANCES L. JOINER EMMETT WRIGHT

Keeping you
healthy is
everything
to us.

P
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For 80 years, Florida Blue has been dedicated to helping Floridians like you with health
solutions to support a healthier life. We are proud to support the Retired Employee Association
of Jacksonville as part of our ongoing commitment to helping people in Florida stay healthy.

With our partners, we will continue to serve more than 5 million members, and countless

nonmembers, in the state we love to call home.
Florida Blue

1-352-633-4622
FloridaBlue.com Your Health Solutions Partner

@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com 16-0488
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1 Reminder: Free Notary PIAID AlICIRIIID
Services Available! RI 110 PILIUTMIE
Do you have documents AlIDIS PIEINIAIL
needing to be notarized? TIelEITIEIR MIE
FREE notary service is one
of the benefits of being an DIRIAIIIN
REA member! S|O AISICIEIN|T
We are located on the 3rd EILI1IDIE HIALY
Floor inside the Police Fire NIT[CIER RiIT[P
Pension Fund building at D|O|E|R|S U|F|O

Answer key to SUDOKU puzzle on page

8

1 WEST ADAMS STREET

Answer key to Crossword puzzle on

Jacksonville, FL 32202 page 8
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at $0 for eligible

Medicare Part B or C Recipients
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IMPROVE YOUR HEALTH!

A certified Lifestyle Coach will
guide you to:

- Improve blood pressure,

sugar, and

|
cholesterol
. Achieve healthier weight

. Slow down the aging
process

« Learn how to shop, cook,
and eat healthy

« Prevent type 2 diabetes
and heart disease

The program consists of:
. 26 sessions (online)
+ 1 hour per week

No Medicare? No problem!
Scholarships are available.

For questions & eligibility:

(800) 899-4374

www.monitormyhealth.org

Lifestyle Care Program

Better healthcare
for seniors in Jacksonville

6 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

Arlington Monterey
9422 Arlington Expressway 1220 University Blvd. N.

Edgewood Lake Forest Hills
3059 Edgewood Ave. W.  8000-2 Lem Turner Road

Blanding Cedar Hills
6841 Blanding Blvd. 3614 Blanding Blvd.

At Dedicated Senior Medical Center, you'll get the

very best care from great doctors who specialize in
senior healthcare. Experience the Dedicated Senior
Medical Center difference and take a tour today!

\-'\\S. Dedicated Senior

Medical Center

Call (904) 900-7370

There is no obligation to enroll in a plan or to choose us as your provider.

@

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com 16-0488



RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF THE CONSOLIDATED
CITY OF JACKSONVILLE

Located in the Police Fire Pension Fund Bldg
1 West Adams Street Suite #300
Jacksonville, FL 32202

Phone: 904-353-2400
Email: info@REAJAX.com
Website: www.reajax.com
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City & Police Federal Credit Union
is now a part of Alive Credit Union.

Ny

alives

CREDIT UNION®

TWO

Ill// A’(DIIII

City & Police

We're STILL serving the financial needs of our City’s best. Only now, we’re
better positioned to add even more benefits for our members.

We're excited to introduce new services
and additional office locations later this year.

To learn more, visit us at CityFCU.com.

Q 9043532240 () CityFCU.com (@) I3 [cua

IMPORTANT!

Check the REA website often for up
to date news about our next
meeting, when it will take place and
where it will be. Also, call the office
for information at 904-353-2400.
9:00 am-2:00pm Tuesday-Thursday.

Healthcare | | Local Communities | City | Law Enforcement

REA Real Scoop Staff

Managing Editor: Lynette Clinch &
Vickie Diaz

Executive Editor: John Keane

Reporting Contributors: John
Keane, Greg Radlinski, Leona Spann,
Eric Smith



