
 

North Citizens Planning Advisory Committee   

September 10, 2025, Meeting Summary 
Oceanway Community Center, 12215 Sago Ave. W 

Zoom Webinar ID: 811 5393 8941 

Passcode: 083694 
 

 

Meeting Attendance 
CPAC Members: Jamie Lacey, Chair; Charles Barr, Co-Chair; Jane Love, Amelia View; Bob Austin, Blue 

Grass Northwood; Herlena Washington, Greater Works Church, Inc.; Kelvin Postell, Greater Works 

Church, Inc.; Tommy Ruffin, Council Appointee District 8; Vicki Drake, DCPSPTS/PTA; Larry Henderson, 

Victoria Preserve HOA; Joseph Tate, Copper Hill Assoc.; Catherine Delre, The Cape;  Robertha Walley, 

Community Assoc. of Harts Estates;  Stephanie Schafer, HDCC; Matt Stone, Marshwinds; Jennifer Casey, 

Parque Diane HOA.   

 

CPAC Members via Zoom: Ingrid Montgomery, Victoria Preserve HOA; Sharon Johnson, Jacobs Way; 

Chrysta Bowman, Tree of Life Outreach Mission, Inc.; Scott O’Connor, HDCC; Ronnda Jamison, Greene 

Meadows Assoc.  

 

Visitors: John Nooney, Pottsburg Creek; Russ Vranicar, Edwards Creek NA; Paul Forte; Donald Drake; 

Victoria Preserve HOA; Susan Ruffin, Northlake HOA; Lynn Vandenhoy, SMZ Inc.; Cassandra Bush, 

Northridge; Brenda McLendon, San Mateo NA; K. Charron; James Pippin; Hayden Phillips, Roger Towers 

PA, Rogers Towers PA; Russ Vranicar, Edwards Creek NA. 

 

Zoom Visitors: 904-924-7387; Google Pixel 6; Pat Medley; Joelle; L. Cunningham; Janetta Jones.   

 

Staff and Elected Officials: Council Member Reggie Gaffney Jr., District 8; Comnd. Mike Silcox, JSO; Lt. 

Jorge Hernandez, JFRD; Don Tuten, JEA; Lisa Buggs, JPL; Alec Barnes, MCCD; Michelle Godwin-Ware, 

Neighborhood Services Office; Payton Jamieson, PDD; Russell Perry, Public Works; Charles Hayes, Public 

Works; Helena Parola, Planning and Development. 
 

Meeting Summary 
1. Call to Order/Verify Quorum: Chair Lacy called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. Michelle Godwin-

Ware verified a quorum. 
 

2. Approval of the Previous Meeting Summary: The CPAC will approve the previous summaries during 

the August meeting. 
 

3. Mayor’s Staff Reports: None 
 

4. Elected Officials: 
• Council Member Reggie Gaffney Jr., District 8, reported: 

• City council met on Tuesday, September 9, 2025. Several council members walked out of the meeting 

regarding the DEI. A council member proposed legislation that sparked a lengthy and ongoing 

discussion. Disagreed with some of the items that were put in the bill. Everyone eventually returned to 

the City Council meeting, and a decision was made 

• A community meeting regarding a truck stop off Harts Road will be held on Thursday, September 11, 

2025, at 6 p.m., located at Abyssinia Missionary Church. The applicant will be present to discuss the 

potential truck stop and the trucks that are to be parked at the location, which is the former bowling 

alley that serves as a truck school, and they would like to park trucks overnight. 

• River City Inn is going before the Nuisance and Abatement board on Thursday, September 11, 2025. 

We are in the process of purchasing cameras for the front of Harts Road. 

• Council Member Gaffney Jr. encouraged citizens to attend the various meetings to voice their 

concerns, ask questions, and provide input. He also recommended that citizens reach out to each of 

the council members as well as the at-large members.  

Council Member Reggie Gaffney Jr., District 8 - (904) 255-5208 Or RGaffneyJr@coj.net. 

  

mailto:RGaffneyJr@coj.net


5. Chair’s Report: Chair Lacy thanked Thommy Ruffin for chairing last month’s North CPAC meeting in 

her and Charles Barr's absence. Chair Lacy announced that the CPAC Chairs' quarterly meeting will 

take place on Monday, September 15, 2025, at 11 a.m. in City Hall, with Mayor Deegan in 

attendance. Questions should be sent to Michelle by Friday afternoon, and she will send them to me 

to bring them to Mayor Deegan.  Chair Lacy reminded everyone that they have a three-minute time 

limit to speak and are allowed one question per person. Additional questions can be emailed to 

Michelle, who will direct them to the correct person for a response.  

  

6. Guest Speaker/Presentation: None 
 

7. Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office (JSO) – Comdr. Mike Silcox reported: 
• Crime against persons is very low. Property crime is down 18%. Crime against a person is driven by 

domestic violence and felony domestic violence. Citywide crime is down 15%. 
• The next Sheriff's Watch meeting is Tuesday, September 16, 2025, at 6 p.m. at the Highlands Branch 

Library, located at 1826 Dunn Ave. 

Commander Mike Silcox – (904) 696-4335 

 

8. Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department (JFRD) – Lt. Jorge Hernandez reported: 
• The fall leaves are beginning to fall, and the possibility of a spark lighting those dead leaves is a 

real issue. Citizens should ensure that they rake up leaves, keeping them at least five feet from 

their property.  

• Gasoline and other flammable fuels should be stored in cabinets or somewhere away from debris. 

• Burning leaves is not permitted. Ceremonial fires, which are 50 feet away from a structure, and 

bonfires are permitted, but with a permit from the Fire Marshal.    

• Engine 35 is the closest in the area and did 311 runs last month and 273 rescue emergency calls, 

from August 1st to September 1st. Engine 49 is the closest in North Oceanway; it did 121 runs during 

the same period. 

Lt. Jorge Hernandez – (904) 630-0434 or JorgeH@coj.net. 

 

9. Staff Reports: 
• Planning and Development Department (PDD) – Helena Parola introduced herself as the new 

Director of the Planning and Development Department and touched on the process and how the 

Planning Department reviews applications.  

• An application comes into the Planning Department, and once it is paid for, it is considered a 

public application. A review of the comprehensive plan, zoning code, and all the overlays on 

the Jax Geographic Information Systems (Jax GIS) mapping system, which includes the wetlands 

that may be out there, the coastal high hazard area to check for flood zones, and we look to 

see if it is in an airport zone. All these different layers would affect the Planning Department's 

recommendation. The proposal is also sent to the Transportation Planning Division, where it is 

analyzed for its impact on traffic. It is also sent to the Duval County Public School System, and 

they do an analysis as well, so they can understand how many students a project would 

generate. All of this information can be found in the planning department reports, which help 

make our analysis and recommendations. The recommendation is forwarded to the Planning 

Commission, which then submits its recommendation to the Land Use and Zoning Committee, 

which initiates the Council review. During both of those meetings, public comment is allowed. 

An employee of the Planning Department consistently attends CPAC meetings, providing us 

with first-hand knowledge of what occurs at these meetings. Additionally, we receive letters that 

are sent to us and incorporated into the record. It is helpful to have the letters before the 

Planning Department report is released; however, the Planning Commission and City Council 

are aware of the letters submitted by the CPAC. When a developer comes forward and is ready 

to develop after the land use and zoning process, with the public hearing, they go through civil 

plan review, and the civil plan review has the engineering review the application, as well as all 

of the public works divisions 

Helena Parola – (904) 255-7842 or HParola@coj.net.  

● Jacksonville Electric Authority (JEA) – Don Tuten, Governmental Affairs, reported:  
● Don Tuten encouraged CPAC members to become familiar with the JEA website and review the 

Storm Center and Outage Center links. JEA will continue to use its Power Restoration 1, 2, 3 

processes to quickly assess and repair service to facilities, customers, and restore isolated outages. 
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CPAC members can visit https://www.jea.com/storm_center/power_restoration_process/ to learn 

more about Power Restoration 1, 2, 3. 

● Every third Wednesday of the month, JEA hosts a Senior Day at the JEA Headquarters downtown. 

The event brings various city resources to one location. A JEA representative will also be there to 

assist seniors with their bills. The next event is scheduled for Wednesday, September 17, 2025, from 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the JEA Headquarters, 225 N. Pearl St. Those interested may register by 

calling 211 or (904) 632-0600. Preregistration is encouraged but not required.  

● Power outages may be reported and tracked by calling (904) 655-6000.  
● Customers should download the new mobile app called “My JEA”. It allows customers to manage 

their utility accounts from their smartphones. The app also enables users to track outages, request 

payment assistance, and update account information.  
● If customers are having some challenges for the month, they can request payment assistance by 

either calling JEA’s customer center or making an appointment online to visit the customer center. 
● To minimize your risk of getting scammed by someone using JEA as a cover, please remember 

that JEA will never require a customer to purchase a prepaid card to pay their bill. JEA also does 

not take payments from Cash App, Venmo, Bitcoin, or PayPal. We will never ask for your bank 

information over the phone. Customers can make payments through JEA’s website, through the 

new JEA app, by phone, by automatic bank draft, by mail, or in person. Please do not open the 

door for someone claiming to be with JEA and stating they are there to cut off your power; instead, 

call the police. We will never visit your home without arranging an appointment with you in 

advance.  
Don Tuten - Dtuten@coj.net. 

 

● Jacksonville Public Library (JPL) – Lisa Buggs, Manager for Branch Services, reported that:  
● September is Library Card Sign-Up month. Residents who do not possess a library card are 

encouraged to obtain a free one, which will allow them to access a variety of resources, 

including books, e-books, online classes, and more.  

● The annual Jax Book Fest will return this year and be held over two Saturdays at the Main Library. 

Both days are free. The first day, Writers Day, will take place on Saturday, September 13, 2025, from 

10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free writing and publishing workshops, led by publishers, authors, and other 

industry insiders, will be available. Between workshops, there will also be tours, opportunities to 

network with local writers’ groups, and more. The second day is Youth Readers’ Day, scheduled 

for Saturday, September 20, 2025, from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. A Teen Lit Chat Author Interview with 

New York Times and USA Today bestselling author Shannon Messenger of the Keeper of the Lost 

Cities series, and a Junior Lit Chat Author Talk with New York Times best-selling author and U.S. 

National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature, Mac Barnett. Throughout the day, you'll have 

opportunities to meet and support over 50 local authors, explore the new River City Reader Book 

Mobile, and participate in fun giveaways, face painting, and other engaging book-related 

activities.   
Lisa Buggs – (904) 255-6221 or Lbuggs@coj.net.  

 

● Municipal Code Compliance Department (MCCD) – Alec Barnes, Code Compliance Supervisor, 

reported that: 
● A total of 4861 investigations were carried out year to date. A total of 555 cases were completed 

in the past 30 days.   
● Must start the process over again regarding the house on 11802 Duval Rd. There is a new owner. 
● Mr. Barnes asked several attendees with specific issues to see him after the meeting so he can get 

details.  
Alec Barnes - (904) 903-0001 or ABarnes@coj.net.  

 

● Public Works (PW) – Russ Perry, Mowing and Landscape Contract Manager, reported that:  
● Contractors are out trying to keep up with the mowing around town. Submitting care issues 

through MyJax or calling (904) 630-CITY (2489) helps a great deal with tracking and addressing 

issues. Contractors can be sent back out if needed.    
Russ Perry – (904) 255-4306 or RussellP@coj.net.  
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10. Subcommittee/Liaison Reports: 
Governmental Affairs (GA) and Planning & Development – Charles Barr and the full CPAC reviewed 

and made the following motions on the three applications brought before the CPAC: 

New Business   

● Ordinance 2025-0631 – Conventional Rezoning – 0 Woodley Road: The applicant seeks to rezone 

approximately 1.50 acres from Industrial Business Park (IBP) to Industrial Light (IL) for the 

construction needs of businesses purchasing land. A motion was made and seconded to write a 

letter stating that the North CPAC does not object to the project but has concerns about it due 

to the significant lack of information regarding the intended use of the properties and the lack of 

clear answers to the CPAC's questions. The full CPAC approved the motion unanimously.   
● Ordinance 2025-0675– Planned Unit Development – 0 Cedar Bay Road: The applicant seeks to 

rezone approximately 22.01 acres from RR Acre to PUD for 50 single-family homes (switched from 

a Conventional Rezoning RLD-70 to A PUD). The Governmental Affairs Subcommittee 

recommends approving the application. A motion to approve the application was made and 

seconded. The full CPAC approved the motion unanimously 
● AD 25-56 - Administrative Deviation – 937 Dunn Avenue: The application seeks to rezone 

approximately 11.58 acres from RR-Acres to RLD-60. A motion to approve the application was 

made and seconded. The full CPAC approved the motion unanimously  
Payton Jamieson – (904) 255-7832 Pjamieson@coj.net  

 

● Taxation Revenue Utilization Expenditure (T.R.U.E.) Commission – No Report 

11. Unfinished Business 

12. New Business: Chair Lacy asked for volunteers to serve on the Chair and Vice Chair Nominating 

Subcommittee. Larry Henderson, Jennifer Cassie, and Roberta Walley volunteered to serve on the 

nominating subcommittee.    

13. Neighborhood Coordinator’s Report - Michelle Godwin-Ware welcomed Catherine Del Re of the 

Cape Community Association to the North CPAC.     

Michelle Godwin-Ware - 904-255-8236 or Michellegw@coj.net. 

14. Public Comments/Concerns/Announcements:  
• John Nooney stated he was seeking a resolution from the North CPAC recognizing his efforts in 

advancing the Florida Inland Navigation District (FIND) 2016-18, 2021-0075 and 2025-0019 for 

potential land acquisition projects 158833-0000 (Boyland), 134059-0000 (Amaro), and 137044-0000 

(Carrico) that would benefit all the citizens of Duval County, Jacksonville by providing recreational 

value to the Public Park on Pottsburg Creek. Chair Lacy suggested Mr. Nooney write the resolution 

he is seeking from the North CPAC and present it to the CPAC, which will review it.    

• Larry Henderson thanked all the CPAC members and visitors who took the time to attend the 

CPAC.  

• Herlena Washington invited CPAC members to attend the 24th Annual Senior Citizens of the Year 

Awards Ceremony on Wednesday, October 8, 2025, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Main 

Jacksonville Public Library, 303 N. Laura St. The Guest speaker will be Council Member Ken Amaro, 

District 1. Registration is required. Please visit the Council of Elder Affairs website at 

https://www.jacksonville.gov/departments/boards-and-commissions/council-on-elder-

affairs/senior-citizen-lifetime-achievement-award.   

15. Meeting Adjourned: Chair Lacy adjourned the meeting at 6:57 p.m. 

 

Next CPAC Meeting: Wednesday, October 8, 2025, 5:30 p.m. Hybrid - Oceanway Community Center, 

12215 Sago Ave. W., 32218, and via Zoom. Meeting ID: 811 5393 8941 Passcode: 083694.  

 

Next Governmental Affairs Subcommittee Meeting: Wednesday, October 8, 2025, 4:30 p.m. Oceanway 

Community Center, 12215 Sago Ave. W. 32218 and via Zoom. Meeting ID: 811 5393 8941. Passcode: 

083694. 

 
Summary prepared by Michelle Godwin, Neighborhood Coordinator, Neighborhood Services Office, (904) 255-8236 

or MichelleGW@coj.net. 
 

A copy of the audio recording of this North CPAC meeting is available through a Public Information Request by calling 

630-CITY. Details about Public Records can be found on the City’s Website: COJ Public Records Request. 
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