North Citizens Planning Advisory Committee

May 14, 2025, Meeting Summary

Oceanway Community Center, 12215 Sago Ave. W
Zoom Webinar ID: 811 5393 8941

Passcode: 083694

Meeting Attendance
CPAC Members: Charles Barr, Hands for Jax; Sharon Bivins, Blue Grass Northwood; Bob Austin, Blue

Grass Northwood; Bessy Williams, Copper Hill HOA; Herlena Washington, Greater Works Church, Inc.;
Sylvester Wilkins, Alta Lakes CDD; Kelvin Postell, Greater Works Church, Inc.; Tommy Ruffin, Council
Appointee District 8; Aletha Mikell, Victoria Preserve HOA Phase 2; Vicki Drake, Duval County Council of
PTS/PTA Assoc.; Robertha Walley, Community Assoc. of Harts Estates; Rev. Joseph Tate, Copper Hill HOA;

Chrysta Bowman, Tree of Life Outreach Mission, Inc.; Larry Henderson, Victoria Preserve HOA.

Zoom: Vera Jones-Wilkins, Alta Lakes CDD; Sharon Johnson, Jacobs Way; Ronnda Jamison, Greene
Meadows Association

Visitors: Catherine Delre, The Cape; Scott O'Connor, HDCC; Donald Drake; Collin Wynter, Green
Meadow; Robert Gresham; Christina Nierenberg, San Mateo NA; Tina Nierenberg, San Mateo NA; John
J. Nooney, Pottsburg Creek; Lynn Vandenhoy, San Mateo NA; Paul Forte; T.R. Richardson.

Zoom Visitors: Chrissy Bott; Christina Salas; Natalie; David; 904-924-7357; Donna Philbrick, SMN, Inc.; Pat
Medley; Michael Bowman, User, L. Cunningham; Stephanie Schafer, HDCC.

Staff and Elected Officials: Council Member Reggie Gaffney Jr., District 8; Cmdr. Mike Silcox, JSO; Li.
Kwasi Dingle, JFRD; Devon Holland, JPL; Ron Fagan, DCPS; Jackie Watkins, DCPS; Derek Dixon, FDOT;
Alec Barnes, MCCD; Michelle Godwin-Ware, Neighborhood Services Office; Payton Jamieson, PDD.

Meeting Summary

1.

Call to Order/Verify Quorum: Vice Chair Barrs called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. Michelle
Godwin-Ware verified a quorum.

Approval of the Previous Meeting Summary: The CPAC will approve the meeting summaries during
the June meeting.

Mayor's Staff Reports: None

Elected Officials: Council

Member Reggy Gaffney Jr., District 8, reported that:

Mayor Donna Deegan and Patrick Green, FACHE, Chief Executive Officer of UF Health Jacksonville,
JFRD, Chief Powers were present at the unveiling of the first Mobile Stroke Treatment Unit (MSTU) that
is housed at Fire-Rescue Station 64 located at 10865 Harts Rd. The MSTU is a joint initiative between UF
Health and the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department (JFRD). It is one of only three programs in
Florida and the only one operating 24/7/365. The Unit is equipped to deliver stroke diagnosis and
provide life-saving care before a patient reaches the hospital.

JSO will host a Sheriff's Walk on Saturday, in District 8

He has received many calls regarding the garbage assessment fees going up. Legislation has not
been passed yet on this. It was passed by the City Council but must be reviewed by the State of
Florida and then returned to the City Council for a final vote. If citizens have questions or concerns
regarding the increase, please contact the offices of all 19 Council members by email or phone.
The University of Florida is asking for $50 million to bring a graduate school Downtown. Councilman
Gaffney Jr. would like his constituents to contact him to share their thoughts on the project. The project



would fall under the Capital Improvement Plan and be split over four years. Funds have been
provided by the State and UF so far.

e Please call Councilman Gaffney Jr's office to report homeless encampments. The Governor has
passed legislation that requires the individual or individuals fo be removed and temporarily housed.
He will be meeting with JSO, JFRD, Municipal Code Compliance Department, and Changing
Homelessness Today to discuss how to approach assisting these individuals.

Council Member Reggie Gaffney Jr. - (904) 255-5208 or RGaffneyJR@coj.net.

5. Chair's Report: No Report

6. Guest Speaker/Presentation: None

7. Jacksonville Sheriff's Office (JSO) — Cmdr. Mike Silcox reported that:

District 6 will host a Sheriff’s Walk on Saturday, May 17, 2025, at 10:30 a.m. We will meet at the
corner of Capper Road and Woodley Creek Boulevard.

Overall crime is down 15%. However, over the last 14 days, there has been a rise in crime, we
believe due to the warm weather and schools being released for summer.

Remember to lock your vehicles. Many of the cars getting broken into have left their doors
unlocked.

There has also been an increase in apartment complexes being broken into.

JSO will be focusing on homeless encampments. When you see an encampment, please call the
non-emergency number (904) 630-0500, and an officer, along with the Blight Unit, will investigate
the site. A specific process must be followed to remove individuals from homeless encampments
on private property. The owner of the property must be identified, and sometimes the property is
owned by a corporation, which can take some time to contact. When the encampment is on
public property, the JSO can take immediate action.

Cmdr. Silcox — (904) 696-0434.

8. Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department (JFRD) - Lt. Kwasi Dingle reported:

If you are storing your gas grill in the garage, the propane tanks should be removed from the grill
and stored outside. These will protect you from possible gas leak poisoning.

When grilling, pull the grill at least 10 ft away from your home.

The summer is a good fime to conduct home safety checks. JFRD will conduct a walk-through of
your home and suggest steps citizens can take to make their homes safer.

Currently, permits are not being issued for outside burning. If your neighbor is burning outside, and
it is not in a grill being used for cooking, please call JFRD, and the staff will speak with them.
Smoke detectors should be replaced every 10 years. Discolored or yellowing smoke detectors
indicate that it is time fo replace them. The date the smoke detector was manufactured is
located on the back of all smoke detectors. If it is more than 10 years old, it is recommended that
you replace it.

Duval County residents can call (?04)630-CITY (2489) to request a battery-operated smoke
detector be installed in their home. Residents making the request must own the home.

Lt. Dingle — KDingle@coj.net or (904) 763-0170.

9. Staff Reports:
¢ Duval County Public Schools (DCPS) - Ron Fagan, Chief Financial Officer, reported:

Testing is faking place at all Duval County Public Schools. Children should get plenty of rest.
Summer school has also begun. Visit the DCPS website at hitps://www.duvalschools.org/ to learn
about the programs being offered and their locations.

Parent Academy is a free family resource available to parents, grandparents, etc. The program's
goal is to promote parental involvement and enhance student achievement. Workshops and
fraining may focus on student achievement, parenting, and advocacy, as well as personal and
individual growth. More information regarding the academy can be found on the DCPS website
https://dcps.duvalschools.org/o/dcps/page/parent-academy.

Ron Fagan - Faganr@duvalschools.org
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e Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) — Derek Dixon, Transportation System Manager, District 2
Urban Planning Office, provided feedback on several questions from the North CPAC:

A request fo fix the Hart Road at Dunns Avenue damaged delineators was made in November
2024, and they have been replaced. Unfortunately, they are repeatedly vandalized. The FDOT
will partner with law enforcement to prevent the destruction of the delineators.

e A citizen stated they have never been replaced. Mr. Dixon said he would inform the proper
person about the problem.

A request for lighting at Sisters Creek Bridge was made. Mr. Dixon explained that the FDOT

conducts a safety, traffic, volume, roadway classification, and traffic engineering manual, which

outlines various lighting conditions and surrounding conditions to help determine whether a

bridge or roadway requires lighting.

There was an inquiry regarding a shared-use path along Highway 105 and Fleming Island. A

shared-use path has been studied and evaluated in this area. The path will be between

Huguenot Park and Fort George Island. The estimated completion date is late 2026. A document

regarding the project will be sent fo Michelle to send to everyone.

An inquiry was made regarding a third lane being added to Hechsher Drive. There are currently

no plans to widen that road, but this could change. The North Florida Transportation Planning

Organization decides on whether a project is selected for completion.

e Sharon Bivins asked if a No U-Turn sign could be placed on Harts Road and Dunn Avenue, and
Bonnelly Drive and Dunn Avenue.

Mr. Dixon advised that a traffic study has to be done to determine where traffic signs and signals

should be placed.

¢ Ronnda Jamison asked if a Traffic Engineer Specialist could come to speak with the North
CPAC to explain the metric used fo determine the placement of a traffic light. Michelle said
she would reach out to Mr. Dixon to get the Traffic Engineer Specialist's contact information.

¢ Lynn Vandenhoy reported that the 95 South sign on Clark Road, off of North Main Street, is
deteriorating and needs to be replaced.

e Chrissy Bott provided some background information regarding reaching out to Council
Members about traffic issues and matrixing.

e Paul Forte expressed that he was displeased with the progress of widening 17.

e Aletha Mikell expressed concerns with the semi tractor-trailers parking under the 1-295 overpass
along Airport Road and Dunn Avenue. Mr. Dixon explained that that portion of Dunn Avenue
and Airport Road is not in FDOT's jurisdiction.

Derek Dixon - (?04) 360-5653 or Derek.Dixon@dot.state.fl.us.

e Jacksonville Public Library (JPL) — Devon Holland, Executive Assistant 1, reported that:

The summer program will begin the first week of June and will take place at all the libraries. The
theme for this year's summer programis “Color Our World”. The programs will include art activities,
reading creative stories, and celebrating art. The program is free all summer and will consist of a
reading challenge.

LinkedIn Learning is an excellent resource that provides access to free classes for those who have
a library card and a PIN. Over 16,000 on-demand courses, taught in multiple languages, are
offered by expert instructors and cover a wide range of topics. Such as technology, multimedia,
design, web development, coding, and career boosting topics.

The libraries will be closed Monday, May 26, 2025, in observation of Memorial Day.

Architects are close to finishing the design and construction plans for the new library. The next
phase is for the project construction to go out for bid, possibly during the latest budget cycle in
October 2025.

Council Member Gaffney Jr. reached out to the Director of Libraries, Tim 22, regarding landscape
improvements at the Highlands Library. A meeting with JPL directors has been scheduled. Mrs.
Holland confirmed that, currently, there is no money in the budget for landscaping. Public Works
is providing routine maintenance. The lighting in the parking lot is now operational. Several citizens
expressed the need for the retention pond to be cleaned and reported a homeless encampment
at the library. A request will be made for JSO to patrol the area, and research will be done to
determine if the retention pond is officially part of the library grounds.

Devon Holland - (904) 255-6221 or DHolland@coj.net.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Municipal Code Compliance Department (MCCD) - Alec Barnes, Code Compliance Supervisor,

reported that:

o A total of 496 cases were completed in the past 30 days, and 370 snipe signs were removed.

e A systematic inspection was conducted in the Garden City neighborhood. A total of 42 violations
were found.

e The mobile home located at 11802 that caught fire has been added to the condemned list, and
a magistrate hearing regarding the nuisance violations is scheduled for May 27, 2025.

e The property located at 3720 Capper Road will be reinspected on May 22, 2025, per the
magistrate’s instructions

e When cited for a nuisance yard, it is for the whole yard, which includes the front and back yards.

¢ The complaint regarding the property located at 11802 Duval Rd. went before the Code Board.
The property owner went to court. The magistrate granted the property owner an additional 60
days to clean the property.

¢ Municipal Code Compliance Officers are encouraged to cite violations if they see a problem while
out on calls.

Alec Barnes - (904) 903-0001 or ABarnes@coj.net.

Subcommittee/Liaison Reports:

Governmental Affairs (GA) and Planning & Development — Chair Lacy reported that the GA

Subcommittee reviewed five applications. A motion was made and seconded to approve the four

applications. CPAC members passed the motion unanimously. A motion was made and seconded

to object to Ordinance 2025-0310. CPAC members passed the motion unanimously:

New Business

e 7-6215 - Variance - 2603 Davis Road: The applicant seeks to increase the size of an existing
accessory structure from 852 square feet to 3500 square feet (50%-210%).

¢ E-25-20 - Administrative Deviation — 2603 Davis Road: The applicant seeks an exception to permit
a pawn shop in the CCG-1 zoning district. A motion was made and seconded to approve the
application. The CPAC passed the motion six to three.

e AD 25-20 - Administrative Deviation — 12210 New Berlin Road: This application seeks to increase
the maximum number of off-street parking spaces from 72 to 146 for a new, multipurpose City-
owned library.

e AD 25-27 - Administrative Deviation — 0 Heckscher Drive: This application seeks to reduce the
required lot width from 100 o 80 feet for two lots.

¢ Ordinance 2025-0310 - Conventional Rezoning — 12605 Gillespie Ave: This application seeks to
rezone approximately 5.90 acres from RLD-60 to RLD-40 for single-family dwellings. A motion was
made and seconded to object to the application due to the size of the lots being under 60 ft.
CPAC members passed the motion unanimously

Payton Jamieson - (904) 255- Pjamieson@coj.net

Taxation Revenue Utilization Expenditure (T.R.U.E.) Commission = No report

Unfinished Business
New Business

Neighborhood Coordinator’s Report - Michelle Godwin-Ware announced that the Neighborhood
Award Program will take place on Tuesday, May 20, 2025, at the Prime F. Osborne Il Convention
Center, 1000 Water St. The event is free and open to the public and NUSA attendees. The
Neighborhoods, USA (NUSA) conference will take place from Wednesday, May 21, 2025, to Friday,
May 25, 2025. We hope those who are interested in attending can make it. Please visit the NUSA
website at https://www.nusa.org/conferences for registration and more information.

Michelle Godwin-Ware - 904-255-8236 or Michellegw@coj.net.

Public Comments/Concerns/Announcements:

Chrissy Bott stated she thinks the NUSA Conference will be great.

John Nooney 2023-0819, residing at 8356 Bascom Rd. Jacksonville, FL 3216 is advocating for a senior
citizens' public park that is a Category 1 wetland RE#137044-0000. That is located next to a Noah Ray


mailto:ABarnes@coj.net
mailto:Pjamieson@coj.net
https://www.nusa.org/conferences
mailto:Michellegw@coj.net

(FEMA 2024-0034) house in City Council District 4, CPAC 3, School Board District 3, FIND, NEFRC, COEA,
JTA, DCPS, JEA, SJIRWMD, FWC, and COJ, all of which are potential partners. 2024-0325 UF Sepftic
Tanks, 2025-0019 FIND, 2016-18 FIND.

12. Motion to Adjourn: Vice Chair Barrs adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m.

Next CPAC Meeting: Wednesday, June 11, 2025, 5:30 p.m. Hybrid - Oceanway Community Center, 12215
Sago Ave. W., 32218, and via Zoom. Meeting ID: 811 5393 8941 Passcode: 083694.

Next Governmental Affairs Subcommittee Meeting: Wednesday, June 11, 2025, 4:30 p.m. Oceanway
Community Center, 12215 Sago Ave. W. 32218 and via Zoom. Meeting ID: 811 5393 8941. Passcode:

083694.

Summary prepared by Michelle Godwin, Neighborhood Coordinator, Neighborhood Services Office, (904) 255-8236
or MichelleGW@coj.net.

A copy of the audio recording of this North CPAC meeting is available through a Public Information Request by calling
630-CITY. Details about Public Records can be found on the City's Website: COJ Public Records Request.
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