
 

North Citizens Planning Advisory Committee   

August 13, 2025, Meeting Summary 
Oceanway Community Center, 12215 Sago Ave. W 

Zoom Webinar ID: 811 5393 8941 

Passcode: 083694 
 

 

Meeting Attendance 
CPAC Members: Tommy Ruffin, Council Appointee, District 8; Sharon Bivins, Blue Grass Northwood; Bob 

Austin, Blue Grass Northwood; Bessy Williams, Copper Hill HOA; Sylvester Wilkins, Alta Lakes CDD; Aletha 

Mikell, Victoria Preserve HOA Phase 2; Vicki Drake, Duval County Council of PTS/PTA Assoc.; Chrysta 

Bowman, Tree of Life Outreach Mission, Inc.; Larry Henderson, Victoria Preserve HOA; Dr. Donald Green, 

Captiva Bluff HOA; Deborah Green, Captiva Bluff HOA; Stephanie Oglesby, Community Association of 

Harts Estates; Scott O’Connor, Heckscher Drive Community; Michael Wozniak, Lydia Estates; Shelley 

Wozniak, Lydia Estates; Jennifer Casey, Parque Diane HOA; Matt Stone, Marshwinds.  

 

Zoom: Herlena Washington, Greater Works Church, Inc.; Kelvin Postell, Greater Works Church, Inc.; Vera 

Jones-Wilkins, Alta Lakes CDD; Sharon Johnson, Jacobs Way; Ronnda Jamison, Greene Meadows 

Association; Robertha Walley, Community Assoc. of Harts Estates.  

 

Visitors: Catherine Delre, The Cape; Donald Drake; Lynn Vandenhoy, San Mateo NA; Paul Forte; T.R. 

Hainline; Jason Rid; Marggie Drost; Jim Drost; Jason Rice; Mark Bivins, Northwood Bluegrass; Russ 

Vranicar, Edwards Creek; Amanda Hansen; Jon Spurgeon; Shirley Spurgeon; Denise Dean; Rhoda 

Nelson; Aaron Nelson; James Matchett; Dorothea Sturdivent, Victoria Preserve.  

 

Zoom Visitors: Donna Philbrick, SMN, Inc.; Pat Medley; L. Cunningham; 904-924-7357; Ken Charron; L. 

Fulford. 

 

Staff and Elected Officials: Council Member Reggie Gaffney Jr., District 8; Lt. Kenneth Lamb, JSO; Lt. 

Kwasi Dingle, JFRD; Tim Rogers, JPL; Yuri Blackburn, JPL; Ron Fagan, DCPS; Jackie Watkins, DCPS; Derek 

Dixon, FDOT; William Hanks, MCCD; Michelle Godwin-Ware, Neighborhood Services Office; Payton 

Jamieson, PDD.  

 

Meeting Summary 
1. Call to Order/Verify Quorum: Tommy Ruffin called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. Michelle 

Godwin-Ware verified a quorum. 

 

2. Approval of the Previous Meeting Summary: The CPAC approved the meeting summaries for the 

March, April, May, and June meetings. 

 

3. Mayor’s Representative Reports: None 

 

4. Elected Officials: Council  

• Member Reggy Gaffney Jr., District 8, had no report but was available for questions: 

Council Member Reggie Gaffney Jr.  - (904) 255-5208 or RGaffneyJR@coj.net. 

 

5. Guest Speaker/Presentation: Nick Hope, FDOT Project Engineer, provided a presentation on the 

Median Modifications on Dunn Avenue. He explained how the modifications have decreased angle 

and turn crashes, as well as all crashes.  

Nick Hope – (904) 360-5634 or Nick.Hope@dot.state.fl.us.  

  

6. Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office (JSO) – Lt. Kenneth Lamb reported that: 

• Crime has decreased in crimes against property as well as crimes against people 

• Remember to remove your valuables from your vehicle and lock it. Many of the cars that are 

broken into have their doors left unlocked. Please follow the 9 p.m. routine and, around 9 p.m., 

check to ensure your vehicles are locked. Move your valuables and firearms to remove the 

mailto:RGaffneyJR@coj.net
mailto:Nick.Hope@dot.state.fl.us


opportunity for items to be stolen from your vehicle.  

• If you see a suspicious person in your neighborhood, please notify JSO, who will come and check 

things out. 

• The Unsolved Crime Page on the JSO website is an excellent resource for solving the crimes that 

have gone unsolved for a while. Please visit https://unsolvedcrimes.jaxsheriff.org/ to assist. 

• JSO's various social media platforms are an excellent way to connect with JSO and stay informed.    

Lt. Kenneth Lamb – (904) 696-4335. 

 

7. Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department (JFRD) – Lt. Kwasi Dingle reported: 

• From now on, the reports given to the CPACs will be uniform in that each JFRD representative will 

share the same topic at each CPAC meeting each month. This month's topic is having an escape 

plan in case of a fire and a hurricane. Tonight's focus was on creating escape plans in the event 

of a storm, as it is storm season.   

• Lt. Dingle provided copies of the 2025-2026 City of Jacksonville Preparedness and Response 

Guide for attendees. The magazine includes information on items that residents may need in the 

event of a storm. Residents can also find this information and more by visiting the JaxReady 

website at https://www.jaxready.com/.  

• Adults should leave a few minutes early when dropping children off at daycare and school to 

help prevent rushing and forgetting to remove children from the car, especially with the extreme 

heat the city has been experiencing. It is easy to forget a small child who isn’t making any noise 

in the back seat of a car if you are preoccupied or not used to dropping that child off.  

• Hydration is essential because of the excessive heat Jacksonville has been experiencing this 

summer. Everyone should hydrate before they feel thirsty, as they are likely already dehydrated. 

The day before you plan to spend time outdoors or participate in an outdoor activity, drink plenty 

of water.  

• Do not park in front of a fire hydrant. The area in front of and around a hydrant must remain clear. 

If not, JFRD may need to clear the vehicle by force, and JSO will also write you a ticket.    

Lt. Dingle –  KDingle@coj.net or (904) 763-0170.  

 

8. Chair’s Report: Tommy Ruffin sat in as Chair for the North CPAC meeting and had no report. Instead, 

Mr. Ruffing, with the assistance of Payton Jamieson from Planning and Development, reviewed the 

last three of the nine Land Use and Zoning Applications that the Governmental Affairs 

Subcommittee had not completed reviewing before the time to begin the full CPAC meeting at 

5:30 p.m.  

 

9. Staff Reports: 

• Duval County Public Schools (DCPS) – Jackie Watkins, Chief Human Resource Officer, and Ron Fagan, 

Chief Financial Officer, reported: 

• The first day of school was Monday, August 11, 2025. If parents are having difficulty enrolling their 

child, they can contact the District Enrollment Service Team for assistance. The team is dedicated 

to assisting with enrollment and can be reached from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at (904) 390-2082.  

• The district is an A district for the first time in Duval history. A total of 99% of Duval Schools are 

graded A, B, and C. 97% of students are college-ready and pass college credit courses.  

• Two new schools opened at the beginning of this school year. Southside Estates and Ribault High 

School.  

• A lunch application must be filled out within the first 30 days of school for those who are interested 

in obtaining free or reduced lunch for their student 

Jackie Watkins – (904) 390-2936 

Ron Fagan – Faganr@duvalschools.org  

 

• Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) – Derek Dixon, Transportation System Manager, District 2 

Urban Planning Office, provided feedback on several questions from the North CPAC.  

       Derek Dixon - (904) 360-5653 or Derek.Dixon@dot.state.fl.us.    

 

• Jacksonville Public Library (JPL) – Tim Rogers, Library Director, reported that:  

• Met with the Chief of Mowing and Landscaping, Dave McDaniel, and Council Member Reggie 

Gaffney Jr. to discuss what can be done to improve the drainage and landscaping. The sidewalks 
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to the entryway have been pressure-washed, windows cleaned, and light bulbs replaced. The Air 

Conditioning went out briefly but has been fixed. 

• The new library is still in the final design phase. A total of $5 million is needed to finish the building. 

There are no funds in this year’s budget.  

• Yuri Blackburn, Library Manager, reported: 

• The summer program was a success with increased circulation and attendance at programs and 

activities throughout Jacksonville.  The number of reading trackers was up at all locations. 

• The following Lit Chat interview will be with Shark Scientist and Author Jasmin Graham, author of 

“Sharks Don’t Sink”. The chat will take place from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 16, 

2025, at the University Park Branch Library, 3435 University Blvd. N. A book signing will follow the 

interview. 

• The Jax Book Fest returns and will span over two Saturdays at the Main Library, 303 N. Laura St. On 

Saturday, September 13, 2025, from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free writing and publishing workshops will 

be offered. There will be a marketing, publishing, and writing track. On Saturday, September 20, 

2025, from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., Lit Chat will feature interviews and talks with two #1 New York Times 

bestselling authors, as well as an opportunity to meet and support over 50 local authors. 

Additionally, there will be fun giveaways, face painting, and other engaging book-related 

activities.   

 Tim Rogers – (904) 255-6080 or TimRogers@coj.net. 

 Yuri Blackburn – (904) 255-6407 or YJewitt@coj.net.  

 

• Municipal Code Compliance Department (MCCD) – William Hanks, Code Compliance Officer 

Supervisor, reported that: 

• A total of 784 inspections were conducted in the past 30 days. 

• The Main Street improvements will be completed between Fall 2025 and Spring 2026. 

• Municipal Code Compliance Department deals primarily with private property violations.  

William Hanks - (904) 497-9546 or WHanks@coj.net.  

  

10. Subcommittee/Liaison Reports: 

Governmental Affairs (GA) and Planning & Development – Tommy Ruffin reported that the GA 

Subcommittee had a total of nine applications to review, but ran out of time and was only able to 

review six of the nine applications. The CPAC objected to eight of the nine applications: 

New Business   

• 2025-0499 – Planned Unit Development (PUD) – 10850 Harts Road: This application seeks to rezone 

approximately 2.05 acres from CC-G-1 to PUD to permit trailer storage, in connection with a CDL 

Truck Driving School. A motion was made and seconded to write a letter in objection to the 

application. 

• 2025-0484 – Planned Unit Development (PUD) - 0 Butch Baine Drive: The applicant seeks to rezone 

approximately 344.6 acres from AGR to PUD to permit a maximum of 650 residential units, with a 

mixture of single-family homes, single-family attached homes containing two units in each 

building (paired villas), and townhomes. A motion was made and seconded to write a letter in 

objection to the application. 

• 2025-0494 – Conventional Rezoning – 1560 Jake Road: The applicant seeks to rezone 

approximately 19.40 acres from RLD-100A to RLD-50. A motion was made and seconded to write 

a letter in objection to the application.  

• AD 25-53 – Administrative Deviation – 12210 New Berlin Road: The applicant seeks to reduce 

landscaping requirements by increasing the distance from vehicle use area from 55 ft maximum 

to 85 ft. and reducing the number of terminal islands trees from 25 to 17. A motion was made and 

seconded to write a letter in objection to the application.  

• 2025-0590 – Planned Unit Development (PUD) – 2726 Starratt Road: This applicant seeks to rezone 

approximately 9.66 acres from RR-Acre to PUD for duplex development. Jason Rice from the 

neighboring community spoke on behalf of the community in opposition to the project for various 

reasons such as flooding and drainage issues that currently exist and will get worse with the 

addition of homes, the over population of the schools in the neighborhood, and the safety of the 

residents entering and exiting the community off of a bustling intersection, and the protection of 

the Gopher Tortoises. A motion was made and seconded to write a letter in objection to the 

application.   

• 2025-0581 – Conventional Rezoning – 0 and 3640 Hemlock Street: The applicant seeks to rezone 

approximately 3.99 acres from RR-Acre to RMD-A. A motion was made and seconded to write a 
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letter in objection to the application. A motion was made and seconded to write a letter in 

objection to the application 

• V 25-15 – Variance – 14825 International Airport: This applicant seeks to remove part 4 screening 

requirements by not providing a required gate from the entryway in the loading/unloading zones. 

A motion was made and seconded to write a letter in objection to the application 

• SW 25-04 – Sign waver –2416 Dunn Avenue: This application seeks to reduce the sign setbacks 

from 10 ft to 1 ft. A motion was made and seconded to write a letter in objection to the 

application    

Payton Jamieson – (904) 255- Pjamieson@coj.net  

 

• Taxation Revenue Utilization Expenditure (T.R.U.E.) Commission – Stephanie Oglesby provided the 

highlight for August's TRUE Commission meeting.  

 

11. Unfinished Business 

 

12. New Business 

 

13. Neighborhood Coordinator’s Report - Michelle Godwin-Ware thanked those who have taken their 

Ethics Training and reminded those who haven’t that two dates remain to complete the training this 

year. A new schedule for 2026 will be available soon. The meetings are held every other month, either 

in person or via Zoom. She welcomed Scott O’Connor of the Heckscher Drive Community Club as a 

new member of the North CPAC.   

Michelle Godwin-Ware - 904-255-8236 or Michellegw@coj.net. 

14. Public Comments/Concerns/Announcements:  

• Paul Forte, North Florida Business Leaders, provided an update regarding the funding and estimated 

timeline for various road projects in Planning District 6. 

 

12. Motion to Adjourn: Vice Chair Barrs adjourned the meeting at 7:09 p.m. 

 

Next CPAC Meeting: Wednesday, September 10, 2025, 5:30 p.m. Hybrid - Oceanway Community Center, 

12215 Sago Ave. W., 32218, and via Zoom. Meeting ID: 811 5393 8941 Passcode: 083694.  

 

Next Governmental Affairs Subcommittee Meeting: Wednesday, September 10, 2025, 4:30 p.m. 

Oceanway Community Center, 12215 Sago Ave. W. 32218 and via Zoom. Meeting ID: 811 5393 8941. 

Passcode: 083694. 

 
Summary prepared by Michelle Godwin, Neighborhood Coordinator, Neighborhood Services Office, (904) 255-8236 

or MichelleGW@coj.net. 
 

A copy of the audio recording of this North CPAC meeting is available through a Public Information Request by calling 

630-CITY. Details about Public Records can be found on the City’s Website: COJ Public Records Request. 

 

 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, accommodations for persons with disabilities are available upon 

request. Please allow (3) three business days for notification to process. Last-minute requests will be accepted, but 

may not be possible to fulfill. Please contact Disabled Services Division at: VM (904) 255-5466, TTY (904) 255-5475, or 

email your request to KaraT@coj.net. 
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