North Citizens Planning Advisory Committee 	
September 9, 2026, Meeting Summary
Oceanway Community Center, 12215 Sago Ave. W
Zoom Webinar ID: 812 5463 0846
Passcode: 225227


Meeting Attendance:
CPAC Members: Charles Barr, Chair; James Matchett, Co-Chair; Bob Austin, Blue Grass Northwood; Tommy Ruffin, Council Appointee District 8; Herlena Washington, Kelvin Postell, Greater Works Church, Inc.; Sylvester Wilkins, Alta Lakes CDD; Stephanie Oglesby, Community Association of Harts Estates; Vicki Drake, Duval County Council of PTS/PTA Association; Chrysta Bowman, Tree of Life Outreach Mission, Inc.; Aletha Mikell, Ingrid Montgomery, Victoria Preserve HOA Phase 2; Catherine Del Re, Cape Community Association; M’Liss Steward, Heckscher Drive Community; Ronnda Jamison, Greene Meadows Association.

Visitors: Gene Braxton, Green Meadows Association; Susan Ruffin, Northlake HOA. 

CPAC Members via Zoom: Sharon Bivins, Blue Grass Northwood; Michael Wozinak, Shelley Wozinak, Lydia Estates; LeNell Cunningham, Jacobs Way HOA; Matt Stone, Marshwinds; Robertha Walley, Community Association of Harts Estates. 

Zoom Participants: Donna Philbrick, Lynn Vandenhoy, San Mateo NA; B.M. Shaw, Janetta Jones, Sharon Bessie, Ms. J, Gari Savage, Tablet 2, Samsung SM, Zoom user, I-phone.

Excused Members: Jennifer Casey, Parque Diane HOA.


Staff and Elected Officials: Reggie Gaffney Jr., Councilman District 8; Kwasi Dingle, JFRD; Lisa Buggs, JPL; Rodger Belcher, Kids Hope Alliance; Commander Scott Lundquist, JSO; Dave McDaniel; Public Works, Vanessa Jefferson, Neighborhood Services Office; Alec Barnes, MCCD; Regnissha Martin, Planning, and Development, Cheryl Mock, JEA.

Meeting Summary

1. Call to Order/Verify Quorum: Chair Charles Barr called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. A quorum was verified by Vanessa Jefferson.

2. Approval of the Previous Meeting Summary: A motion was made and seconded to approve and accept the meeting summary from August 12, 2026.

3. Presenter / Guest Presentation: No guest speaker scheduled. 

4. Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office (JSO)-Commander Scott Lundquist reported that overall crime in District 6 has decreased. He noted that the decrease can be partly attributed to school being back in session. Following the Commander’s report, residents brought forth several concerns: 
(1) Illegal parking of semi‑trucks along the expressway near Love’s Travel Stop at 12921 Duval Road.
(2) Increased presence of transient and homeless individuals in multiple areas of District 6.
(3) Youth entering traffic lanes at major intersections to solicit donations, who are now utilizing increasingly aggressive tactics. 
Commander Lundquist stated that officers are proactively addressing illegal parking and concerns related to transient activity through routine patrols. Regarding the youth soliciting donations, he clarified that they must obtain a permit, remain within the designated grassy areas, and approach vehicles only when signaled to do so. He noted that if these requirements are not followed, officers can be called and they will ask youth to cease their activities.                                                                                                                                        Commander Scott Lunquist- (904) 696-4335 or jsodistrict6@jaxsheriff.org
 
5. Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department (JFRD) – Lieutenant Kwasi Dingle shared the four basic steps for properly operating a fire extinguisher, utilizing the PASS Acronym: 
· Pull the safety pin on the top of the extinguisher to unlock the handle.
· Aim the nozzle or hose low, pointing directly at the base of the fire rather than the flames.
· Squeeze the handle slowly and evenly to release the pressurized extinguishing agent.
· Sweep the nozzle from side to side across the base of the fire until the flames are completely out.
Lieutenant Dingle advised that using a fire blanket is another method to extinguish a fire, however, you would have to get near the fire. He also shared that used fire extinguishers can be placed in the regular trash if no extinguishing agent remains, and old or expired extinguishers can be disposed of at the Hazardous Waste facility located at 2675 Commonwealth Avenue.                                                                                                    Lieutenant Kwasi Dingle -(904) 763-0170 or KDingle@coj.net

6. Chair’s Report: Charles Barr, CPAC Chair, reported attending the recent City Council meeting, which are held on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 5 p.m. in the Council Chamber.  Chair Barr encouraged CPAC members to participate in the City Council meeting and noted that City Council President Nick Howland is receptive to hearing community concerns.

Chair Barr also announced that the newly changed Block Party date of November 14, 2026, conflicts with his previously planned mission trip. If he is unable to attend, CPAC Vice-Chair, James Matchett, will represent. 


7. Elected Officials Report- Council Member Reggie Gaffney Jr., District 8, provided an update on the recent Special Committee convened to address concerns and explore solutions following the tragic drowning incidents involving children with autism. He emphasized that while there are no easy answers, the appropriate stakeholders are actively engaged, and that discussions have begun. He will continue to keep the CPAC informed.
Councilmember Gaffney also recommended inviting elected officials to CPAC meetings each month to ensure members remain updated on ongoing efforts. He noted that he and Chair Barr will coordinate to extend these invitations for future meetings.                                             Council Member Reggy Gaffney Jr.- (904) 255-5208 or RGaffneyJr@coj.net

8. Staff Reports: (Three (3) minutes time limit)
Jacksonville Public Library (JPL)- Lisa Buggs reported the following two events for the month of September:

· September is recognized as Library Card Sign-Up Month. Library cards are free and require proof of Duval County residency. For minors under 18, a parent or legal guardian must complete the sign-up process on the child’s behalf.
· The library will host its Annual Book Fest on September 19, 2026, from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Main Library, 303 North Laura Street. The event will feature more than 120 local authors and three New York Times bestselling authors, along with activities suitable for all ages.                                                                                                                                             Lisa Buggs-(904) 630-4555 or lbuggs@coj.net 
Jacksonville Electric Authority (JEA)- Cheryl Mock reminded residents that hurricane season is still underway and everyone is encouraged to have an evacuation plan and be familiar with their evacuation zones, which can be found at JaxReady - Welcome.         Ms. Mock also informed residents to anticipate higher utility bills for September and outlined two payment options: Billing and Payment Options | Residential Customers | JEA
1. JEA Pay as You Go
2. JEA My Budget Levelized Billing
She encouraged residents to contact JEA customer services at (904) 655-6000 and provided her direct contact number, (904) 523-2731, for further assistance.                      Cheryl Mock – (904) 665-5348 or mockcw@jea.com

Municipal Code Compliance- (MCCD) – Alec Barnes, MCCD Supervisor, provided an update on Code Compliance activities in Zone 6. During the most recent reporting period, the team completed 347 inspections, bringing the year‑to‑date total to 4,850. He noted that nuisance and residential property conditions continue to make up much of the workload. Mr. Barnes shared that officers remain active in responding to citizen complaints and identifying violations during routine field inspections.                                                  Alec Barnes - (904) 903-0001 or Abarnes@coj.net

Public Works- (PW)- Dave McDaniel, Division Chief of Mowing and Landscape, reported that his team has been actively addressing mowing needs throughout District 6. Residents raised concerns: that concerns reported during August 12, 2026, meeting remain unresolved. Chief McDaniel will follow up on both issues and ensure staff address them.                                                                                                                         Dave McDaniel – (904) 255‑4327 or McDaniel@coj.net
 Kids Hope Alliance (KHA)- Rodger provided CPAC members with an overview of the potential impacts of Amendment 3 on KHA programs and funding. He also shared information about a community survey designed to give residents an opportunity to voice their concerns and help shape the future of Jacksonville’s children. More information can be found on the website https://kidshopealliance.org                                                                                              
 Rodger Belcher- (904) 301-3803 or rbelcher@coj.net

Neighborhood Services Office-(NSO) Vanessa informed CPAC members of the two remaining dates to complete their required Ethics Training:
• Thursday, September 17, 12:00–1:00 p.m. (in person)
• Thursday, November 19, 2026, 12:00–1:00 p.m. (via Zoom)                                               
 She also reminded members that the request to move the Block Party to Saturday, November 14, 2026, has been approved and encouraged them to begin soliciting vendors. Ms. Jefferson provided an overview of the Block Party planning process, noting that a wrap meeting will be held after District 5’s Block Party. Both the Chair and Vice‑Chair of District 6 will be invited to begin planning and to receive further details.
Vanessa Jefferson-(904) 255-7834 or vjefferson@coj.net 
9.      Subcommittee/ Liaison Reports: (Three (3) minutes time limit)

Governmental Affairs (GA) and Planning & Development
James Matchett, Chair of the Governmental Affairs Subcommittee, and Regnissha Martin,    City Planner reported reviewing two applications:
· V-26-27 Variance at 0 Cedar Bay Road. Application seeks to reduce the unobstructed visual access corridor to a navigable waterway for a new subdivision from 25 feet to 20 feet. A motion was made and seconded to take  no action. The full CPAC passed the motion unanimously. 
· 2026-0660 Planned Conventional Rezoning 11713 Alta Drive. Application seeks to rezone approximately 1.24 acres from RR-Acre to RLD-100A to subdivide the property into two parcels each with one single-family dwelling. A motion was made and seconded to no objection with the recommendation that only one single family dwelling per parcel be permitted on the property. The Full CPAC passed the motion unanimously.

· Taxation, Revenue, usage Expenditure (TRUE) Commission- Stephanie Oglesby- reported that a quorum was not present, but the commission proceeded with a discussion regarding Property Appraiser “Save of Homes” portability transfer amounts. The group outlined plans to review selected areas of the City’s proposed budget, including Public Safety, JSO, JFRD, parks and Grants and Compliance.

10. Unfinished Business: None

11. New Business- None
12. Public Comments/Concerns/Announcements: None.

  Meeting Adjourned: Chair Charles Barr adjourned the meeting at 7:02 p.m.                        

Next CPAC Meeting: Wednesday, October 14, 2026, 5:30 p.m. in the Oceanway Senior Center, 12215 Sago Ave. W., 32218. 


Next Governmental Affairs Subcommittee Meeting: Wednesday, October 14, 2026, 4:30 p.m. In the Oceanway Senior Center, 12215 Sago Ave. W. 32218 

Summary prepared by Vanessa Jefferson, Neighborhood Coordinator, Neighborhood Services Office, (904) 255-7834 or VJefferson@coj.net.

A copy of the audio recording of this North CPAC meeting is available through a Public Information Request by calling 630-CITY. Details about Public Records can be found on the City’s Website: COJ Public Records Request.
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