
North Citizens Planning Advisory Committee 	
February 11, 2026 Meeting Summary
Oceanway Community Center, 12215 Sago Ave. W
Zoom Webinar ID: 812 5463 0846
Passcode: 225227


Meeting Attendance
CPAC Members: Charles Barr, Chair; James Matchett, Vice Chair; Jane Love, Amelia View; Pat Hilleman, Amelia View; Sylvester Wilkins, Alta Lakes CDD; Herlena Washington, Greater Works Church, Inc.; Kelvin Postell, Greater Works Church, Inc.; Michael Wozniak, Lydia Estates; Shelley Wozniak, Lydia Estates; Stephanie Oglesby, Community Association of Harts Estates; Joseph Tate, Copper Hill HOA; Tommy Ruffin, Council Appointee District 8; Aletha Mikell, Victoria Preserve HOA Phase 2; Sasha Pearson, Victoria Preserve Phase 2; Ronnda Jamison, Greene Meadows Assoc.; Jennifer Casey, Parque Diane HOA; Scott O’Connor, HDCC, Larry Henderson, Victoria Preserve HOA.

Zoom: Vera Jones-Wilkins, Alta Lakes CDD; Earnestine Johnson, Jacobs Way HOA; Sharon Sumlar Johnson, Jacobs Way HOA.

Visitors: 

Zoom: Janetta Jone; Donna Philbrick, SMN, Inc.; Lynn Vandenhoy, SMN, Inc.; Pat Medley; ME Sparrows; L. Cunningham.

Staff and Elected Officials: Council Member Reggie Gaffney Jr., District 8; Paul Sappia, Health Link; Helena Parola, PDD; Lt. David Smith, JSO; Lt. Kwasi Dingle, JFRD; Lisa Buggs, JPL; Tiffany Morales, MAVD; Chad Owens, MCCD; Michelle Godwin-Ware, Neighborhood Services Office; Jonetta Moore, Social Services-Park Recreation and Community Services; Erin Abney, PDD. 

Meeting Summary
1. Call to Order/Verify Quorum: Chair Barr called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. Michelle Godwin-Ware verified a quorum.

2. Approval of the Previous Meeting Summary: The CPAC will approve the previous summaries during the March meeting.

3. Elected Officials Report: None

4. Chairs Report: None

5. Guest Speaker/Presentation: None
 
· Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office (JSO) – Commander Silcox reported that crime is up slightly overall by 3% in District 6.
· Robberies appear statistically high (+66%) but represent only three additional cases.
· Most increases are tied to property crimes and retail thefts (Home Depot, Lowe’s, Dollar General). 
· The District 6 Sheriff’s watch meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 17, 2026, at the Highlands Branch Library, starting at 6 p.m. 
Commander Silcox – (904) 696-4335.
 
6. Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department (JFRD) – Lt. Kwasi Dingle presented safety education on fire extinguishers vs. fire blankets, including:
· Proper extinguisher use by using the P.A.S.S. (Pull the pin, Aim at the base of the fire, Squeeze the handle, and Sweep from side to side) system. 
· The difference between Class A, B, and C fire extinguishers. A 5 or 10-pound multipurpose Class ABC dry chemical fire extinguisher is recommended for the home. It is rated to extinguish common household fires.   
· Residents should check their fire extinguisher pressure gauge monthly to ensure the needle is in the green zone, which signifies it is fully charged and ready for use. 
· Fire blankets are limited by the need for close-range, direct placement over flames, risking operator injury from extreme heat. 
· Lt. Dingle discussed safe responses to vehicle fires, particularly on bridges, emphasizing distance and calling 911. 
Lt. Dingle –  KDingle@coj.net or (904) 763-0170. 

7. Staff Reports.
 
· Duval County Public Schools (DCPS) – Ron Fagon & Jacqueline Watkins reported that:
· VPK applications are open until February 28, 2026
· The special transfer and lottery application period is closed.
· Duval County Public Schools will be closed in observation of Presidents Day, February 16, 2026.
· Jean Ribault High School’s Dr. Maria Richardson was named Teacher of the Year. 
· The high school graduation rate increased to 94% (2025), up from 90%.
· It was announced that DCPS will host a hiring recruitment event soon.
Ron Fagon
Jacqueline Watkins
· Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) – Paige DeBold introduced herself as the new District 2 ADA & Bike /Ped Coordinator. Paige took the following questions with her for later response.
· Lighting agreement on Sisters Creek Bridge – will research any historical agreement between FDOT and the City of Jacksonville. 
· Maintenance concerns on Dunn Avenue (SR) – litter, mowing schedules, and median improvements. 
· Requests for trash pickup before mowing and cleanup on Dames Point Bridge.
Paige DeBold – Paige.DeBold@dot.state.fl.us 

· [bookmark: _Hlk93591788]Jacksonville Public Library (JPL) – Lisa Buggs, Manager for Branch Services, announced: 
· All the Jacksonville Public Libraries will be closed for Presidents’ Day, February 16, 2026. 
· New programming for children and adults, including:
· The Highlands Branch Library will host its sensory‑friendly story time on Monday, February 23, 2026. 
· The library is offering the “Great Decisions” program featuring a session on U.S. Engagement of Africa. Part of America's largest world affairs forum, this discussion includes a video lecture, followed by an expert-facilitated, nonpartisan conversation in 2026 foreign policy topics. Registration is required. For more information and to register, check the JPL events page www.jpl.com.
· Several branches of the Jacksonville Public Library offer drop-in Multi‑generational crochet groups. 
· The Grudge Match, a Teen program where teens learn essential life skills to help win at adulthood. 
· Study rooms are first‑come, first‑served. Auditorium bookings require a 90‑day window. 
· Lisa provided an update on the New Berlin Library:
· The Construction Request For Proposal (RFP) will be issued before the end of the Fiscal Year, September 2026. 
· Architectural work is underway. 
		    Lisa Buggs – (904) 255-6221 or LBuggs@coj.net.   

· Municipal Code Compliance Department (MCCD) – Alec Barnes, Code Compliance Supervisor, reported that:
· Zone 6 is conducting a sign removal initiative, targeting illegal right‑of‑way signage from new developments. 
· MCC Officers will cite and remove oversized or unsafe signage; some require Public Works assistance. 
· Political signage reminders:
· Candidates receive training, but supporters must follow setback, right‑of‑way, and one‑sign‑per‑household rules. 
· First warnings are issued. Second-offense citations may carry a $135 fine. 
· Alec addressed community concerns about the deteriorating former Duval County Recreation building at Fire Station 40.
· Alec advised that Code Compliance can initiate a case and notify COJ for corrective action.
· When an issue can only be verified or seen during the evening, citizens may submit issue requests through 630-CITY (2687) and state in the complaint that the issue is visible or takes place in the evening, and specify a time frame so an officer can visit the site in the evening. 
Alec Barnes – (904) 903-0001 or ABarnes@coj.net. 

8. Subcommittee/Liaison Reports.
· Governmental Affairs (GA) and Planning & Development – The Governmental Affairs Subcommittee reviewed five applications. Letters of recommendation will be submitted to the Planning Commission, City Council, and the Land Use and Zoning Subcommittee in opposition to applications #2026-0015 Planned Unit Development and #Z-6602 Conventional Rezoning:
New Business  
· Ordinance 2026-0060-Planned Unit Development-10028 Heckscher Dr.: The applicant seeks to rezone approximately 1.28 acres from CCG-2 to PUD Commercial storage facility, generally for family and personal use, but commercial in nature. The development shall allow living facilities for owners or caretakers, along with CGC uses. A motion was made and seconded for no objection. The motion passed. 
· Ordinance 2026-0084-Conventional Rezoning- 0 Zoo Parkway (RE:108816-0030): The applicant seeks to rezone approximately 42.58 acres from Industrial Water (IW) to Industrial Light (IL) to allow for development of industrial uses.  A motion was made and seconded for no objection. The motion passed. 
· E-26-06 – Zoning Exception – 812 Dunn Ave.: The applicant seeks to convert an existing motel into a multi-family residential apartment complex in the CCG-1 zoning district. A motion was made and seconded for no objection. The motion passed. 
· Z-6747 – Planned Unit Development- 0 Old Kings Road (RE:002547-0002): The applicant seeks to rezone approximately 5.7 acres from AGR to a PUD to allow for a maximum of 22 dwellings for a mobile home park. A motion was made and seconded to object to the application based on lot size concerns. The motion to object passed. 
· Z-6444 – Planned Unit Development – 6919 Pitts Road (RE:015912-2800): The applicant seeks to rezone approximately 5.55 acres from CCG-2 to a PUD to allow for the operation of an auto sales company. A motion to object to the application was made and seconded due to the project's incompatibility with the neighborhood. The motion to object passed.
Erin Abney - (904)255-7817 or EAbney@coj.net.  

· Taxation Revenue Utilization Expenditure (T.R.U.E.) Commission – Stephanie Olgesby reported that Mr. Raymond Day was appointed as the new T.R.U.E. Commission Chair. Two new committees were established: the Spending Committee and the Income Committee. The two committees will alternate monthly meetings to review citywide expenditures and revenue streams. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 5, 2026, at 4 p.m. in City Hall’s Lynwood Roberts Room. The meeting is open to the public.
 
9. Chairs Report/Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Recommendations – Chair Charles Barr announced that two proposals were presented for the North CPAC's consideration to be submitted as their Capital Improvement Plan recommendation.
· A request for pickleball courts at the former Fire Station site on Heckscher Drive
· A new community center at Ray Green Park, with reference to potential future expansion using the closed Pine Estates Elementary School facilities.  
The full CPAC members voted on the two requests. The Community Center at Ray Green Park was unanimously approved. Chair Barr will submit the North CPAC's CIP recommendation to Mrs. Kathleen Collins. 

10. Unfinished Business – None

11. New Business – None

12. Neighborhood Coordinator’s Report—Neighborhood Coordinator Michelle Godwin-Ware announced that:
· The first District Neighborhoods Block Party (Urban Core) is scheduled for Saturday, February 28, 2026, at A. Philip Randolph Heritage Park from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. The Neighborhood Department has partnered with the Melanin Market to ensure the event is festive. 
· District 6’s Neighborhood Block Party is scheduled for December 2026. It was recommended that the North CPAC start location planning soon. The location must be on city property, such as a park. 
· The Neighborhoods Department Newsletter “Good News” will launch this month; bi‑monthly thereafter. 
· The Neighborhood Services Office is expanding its staff from two to five positions.
      Michelle Godwin-Ware - (904) 255-8236 or Michellegw@coj.net.

· Public Comments/Concerns/Announcements: John Nooney advocated for citywide waterway access and what he felt was a need for the Office of General Counsel to be present at the various commissions and community meetings. 

13. Motion to Adjourn: Chair Barr adjourned the meeting at 6:57 p.m.

Next CPAC Meeting: Wednesday, March 11, 2025, 5:30 p.m. Hybrid - Oceanway Community Center, 12215 Sago Ave. W., 32218, and via Zoom. Meeting ID: 812 5463 0846 Passcode: 225227. 

Next Governmental Affairs Subcommittee Meeting: Wednesday, March 11, 2025, 4:30 p.m. Oceanway Community Center, 12215 Sago Ave. W. 32218 and via Zoom. Meeting ID: 812 5463 0846 Passcode: 225227.

Summary prepared by Michelle Godwin, Neighborhood Coordinator, Neighborhood Services Office, (904) 255-8236 or MichelleGW@coj.net and edited by Dan Durbec, EC KJB.

A copy of the audio recording of this North CPAC meeting is available through a Public Information Request by calling 630-CITY. Details about Public Records can be found on the City’s Website: COJ Public Records Request.
