Trail Guide Cecil Field<$
Cecil Recreational Trail Gonservation :
Activities allowed COrridor .‘::

on property

- Wildlife Viewing

« Hiking

« Bicycle Riding

« Equestrian Activities

Trails

« Main - 1 Blue Stripe

« Spur - 2 Blue Stripes

« Trails - Marked with wood post
and arrows for directions

Park Rules

Park Hours are sunrise to sunset

+ No organized group activities

+ Management reserves the right to
close park facilities to the public

* Possession and consumption of
alcoholic beverages prohibited

* Animals must be on leash

+ Dispose of animal waste properly

* No dumping or littering

* Glass containers prohibited

* No soliciting or vending without Florida State
appropriate licenses and permits I College

* Non-licensed motorized vehicles at Jacksonville
prohibited 1 pus

+ Do not disturb wildlife or vegetation 1 .

+ Swimming is prohibited p .

« Motorized vehicles to be driven on E S o Softball/ Aq uatic
designated roadways and parking \/
areas only . M center

+ JSO and other law enforcement
officials have the authority to enforce
park rules and issue trespass warnings
which may prohibit violators from this
park or all parks for one year

« Afull listing of all park rules are posted
on www.jaxparks.com
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Propertg Historg

Before it was conveyed to the city of Jacksonville in
2000, the property served as Naval Air Station (NAS)
Cecil Field, and was the largest military base in the
Jacksonville, Florida area. NAS Cecil Field was named
in honor of Commander Henry Barton Cecil. The base
got its start in June 1941, and operations were jump-
started just 11 days after the Japanese attacked Pearl
Harbor. From 1943 until the war ended Cecil Field
was a pilot’s last stop before assignment to combat in
either the Atlantic or Pacific fleet.

As directed by Congress, the base was officially closed
September 30, 1999. The City of Jacksonville initiated
development of a reuse plan to guide transition of
base property and facilities to other uses that support
economic and community development and public
recreation.

Conservation

The recreation and conservation parcels that make up
the Cecil Recreational Trail system are characteristic
of pine flatwoods. Much of the area has been under
sylviculture management over the last 25 years. As a
result some areas have been cleared and replanted
with pine; other areas are in mature pine plantation.
Some areas have not been harvested and are
becoming more mixed pine and hardwood forests.
Small isolated depressions with wetland vegetation
exist on site.

The Florida Division of Forestry, through its
management agreement with the city, has a
sylviculture program in place for much of the lands
that comprise the Cecil Recreational Trail. Among

the management techniques are prescribed burns,
removal of exotic-invasive vegetation and hydrological
restoration. These land management techniques
compliment public recreation use and provide visitors
with unique and diverse outdoor opportunities.

Trail users may see deer, turkey and gopher tortoise
along the paths. Alligators have also been spotted in
the waterways of property. The trails are intended to
be minimally intrusive upon the natural communities
and generally follow existing roads and corridors.
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This property is an example of how
the Federal Government works with
local government and other agencies
to purchase properties.

The City of Jacksonville also partners
with the State Division of Forestry in
managing this property.

If you have questions regarding the
management of this property, please direct
them through the contact information below.

THE
PRESERVATION
PROJECT

JACKSONVILLE

City of Jacksonville
Waterfront Management and Programming
214 North Hogan Street « Jacksonville, FL 32202
(904 255-7913
www.jaxparks.com
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