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Mayor’s Disability Council Meeting
Tuesday, June 7, 2022, 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Ed Ball Building’s First Floor Training Room
214 North Hogan Street
And Via Zoom

Mission: “The Jacksonville Mayor’s Disability Council raises awareness of the needs of persons with disabilities by assisting in the formulation of Solutions to meet those needs by providing a public forum”

MINUTES
· Board Members Present In Person: Dan O’Connor, Walter Johnson, Jose Morales, Denise Torres, Barbara Brown, Ron McCauley, and Beth Putnam
· Board Members Present Virtually: (none)
· Board Members Absent: Natalie Alden, Ray Pringle, Lisa Parlapiano, Amy Nelson, Anida Pollo, and Karen Prewitt
· Disabled Services Staff Present: Kara Tucker, Lois Smokes, Jennifer Wolf, and Matthew Jackson
· In Person Attendees: Chris Eaton (JPL), Tanya Damanti (JTA, travel trainer), Sonia Meyers (JTA) and Mark Poirier (JTA)
· Virtual Attendees: Alicia Somers (Regions Bank), Kathy Lovell (Regions Bank), Gail Roberts (DCPS), Aaron Lewis (CIL), Rebecca Scissors (DCPS), Kathy Acevedo (Talking Books), Gonza Gonzague (VR), Michael Pugh (VERC), Steve Holmes (USERVE), Jason Rubio (MV), Sharon Hoffmeyer-Dykes (JTAC), Chris Macklin (JTA), and Adrienne Keve (DBS)
· Welcome and Introduction – Chair Jose Morales
· Public Comment – All Attendees
· Walter Johnson – game time at the stadium blocks off where the JTA transport vans let customers off and this is an accessibility issue
· Approval of Minutes from 05/03/2022 – Chair Jose Morales 
· Dan motioned to approve, Barbara seconded, motion passed anonymously and without discussion
· Presentations / Announcements
· Presenters: 
i. Alicia Somers: Financial Wellness Relationship Manager, Regions Bank
ii. Kathy V. Lovell,  ACTCP: Senior Vice President, Disability Services and Outreach Manager, Regions Bank
· Presentation: 
i. Creating a Culture
ii. Evaluating Facilities
iii. Effective Ways to Communicate
iv. Online / Mobile Banking
v. Autism-Friendly Environment
1. Stress ball
2. Quiet Space / Earbuds
3. Sunglasses
vi. Financial Education Modules for People with Disabilities
· Disabled Services – Chief Kara Tucker
· Division Updates
i. Mental Health first aid training to be rescheduled, in person
ii. Epilepsy first aid trainings went well; will provide an update on the Spanish numbers
iii. Spirit of the ADA is in October
iv. ADA Symposium is being rescheduled for August
v. IT Symposium scheduled for August 23
vi. Scholarship review; waiting for funding before awarded
vii. Disability Expo scheduled for July 29
viii. Movie showing and press conference scheduled for July 26
ix. The Mayor’s Office did a bunch of disability awareness proclamations
x. July 18th we will have a medical accessibility workgroup meeting
· Old Business – Chair Jose Morales and Co-Chair Natalie Alden
· Sharon asked where we were on the Art Museum Drive 5 year plan
· New Business – Chair Jose Morales
· Jose brought up about the Special Medical Needs Registry and how hurricane season has begun
· Jose and Kara spoke about the upcoming public forum on June 23rd 
· Subcommittee Reports (5 minutes)
· LEAPSC Subcommittee – Report given by Denise Torres: Governor signed the Freedom First Budget that allowed pay increases to health care workers; looking to work with Amy Valentine and Rebecca Scissors regarding the flyers and presentations for transitioning students from high school for the 22/23 school year; special medical needs registry; Officer Hamilton gave his report; mental health first aid being rescheduled and epilepsy first aid will be scheduled again for later this year; community movie event planned for July 26th and the movie is “Breathe”; Financial Freedom Conference – everyone needs to reach out to their contacts to see who would be interested; looking to get improved information on the ¾ mile rule for paratransit; working on gathering information adaptive fashion show to hopefully host next year
· Adaptive Recreation Subcommittee – Report given by Jose Morales: Chief Keith Meyerl gave updates on the pools and discussed docks; Visit Jax is working with the Council on their new Accessible Places in Jax guide; there is a Recreation section in the newest version of the Disabled Services Resource Guide
· Employment Subcommittee – Report given by Jose Morales: partnership with Disability Rights Florida on a job fair on June 23 from 9 am to 3 pm, with Neil Romano as speaker; Jennifer (DSD) provided an update on the online resource library; bring friends to future meetings to help grow the subcommittee
· Ad Hoc Reports
· ESE – Report given by Gail Roberts: This is her last month attending this meeting and Amy Valentine is officially her replacement
· JSO – Report given by (NONE): (none)
· Library – Report given by Chris Eaton: upcoming stuff for the library system: infant and parent sensory story time and he is giving a presentation to Hope Haven’s career camp
· Talking Books – Report given by Kathy Acevedo: they do demos of the library equipment for reading, help people with apps to download for the talking books, how to sign up for various programs if they have a disability that prevents using printed book; there is a new video created in partnership with the Division of Blind Services
· Transportation – JTA/MV – Report given by Mark Poirier, Jason Rubio, Steve Holmes, and Tanya Damanti: the canopy has been installed over the accessible entrance/drop-off; April ridership was 19,083, on time performance is 87%, on time appointments is 95%, late trips less than 30 minutes is 89%, 44 complaints and 22 compliments; currently at 100 drivers with more going through different stages of the hiring/training process; coverings requested at JTA terminal and previous promises not kept so a follow up has been requested; April connections plus had 10,500 trips for 627 people with 136 drivers; Tanya showed the room how to convert their website to Spanish using google translator button at the top of their page
· VR – Report given by Gonza Gonzague: in need of people to hire; currently serving 3,241 clients
· Brooks Rehabilitation – Report given by Suzy Blalock: 90% back to normal with their activities; will be hosting surfing for the first time since 2019
· CIL – Report given by (NONE): (none)
· Public Comment – All Attendees
· Ron/Denise/Gonza – there is some confusion surrounding needing to be seen by VR before APD can help, but VR makes them wait 180 days and they could become employed in that time and still be unable to get the help they need
· Adrienne – Foundation Fighting Blindness had their walk on May 14th and they are looking to have it again on April 29th 2023
· Ron – still a shortage of providers
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Adjourn Meeting – Chair Jose Morales; Ron motioned to adjourn, Denise seconded, motion passed unanimously and without discussion (Technically no quorum due to Walter having to leave)

Chair: Jose Morales
Co-Chair: Natalie Alden
Disabled Services Division
(904) 255-5466
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