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Is this Infrastructure? 



Urban Tree Benefits and 

Infrastructure 

Traditional 

 Electricity 

 Sewer/Runoff 

 

 Water Treatment 

 Recreation 

 Engineers/Planners 

 

 

“Green” 
Infrastructure 

 Shading 

 Water 

retention/Erosion 

control 

 Filtration 

 Wildlife opportunity 

 Foresters/Arborists 

 



Issues Facing Urban 

Areas & How Trees 

Affect Them 

-  

-Water Quality 

-Air Quality 

-Property Values 

-Recreation and Wildlife 



Urban Forest Benefits Increase 

with Tree Size 





That’s a lot of water.. 



Riverside 



Gainesville Study 

Quantitative benefits of trees.. 



Heat Island Effect 

11 





Recreation 

People hold different values of 

nature.  

 

Inner city residents often prefer 

well maintained parks and find 

densely wooded areas, 

disorderly and unsafe.” 



Does this tree have value? 



Urban Forest Diversity 

 Age 

 Size 

 Species 

 Life Cycle 

 



Species Selection 

Diversify at the Species AND Genus level.. Row of Betula sp.  





EAB: 

One BIG Reason to Diversify 



Community Economics 

7% higher 

rental rates 

3-15% property 

value increase 

Shoppers spend 9-

12% more 



Our Team 

Dalton Smith Kathleen McGovern 



Basic Tree Risk Assessment 

 Failure: breakage 
of stem, branches, 
roots or loss of 
mechanical 
support in roots 

 

 There is no way to 
make a tree safe, 
only mitigate risk.  

 







Neighborhood approach 

Do you have space in your ROW? 

 

Call 630-CITY and request a tree be 

planted in the right-of-way 



King St Median Project 



Thinking Outside of the Box 

 



King Street District  



 

So, can trees be considered infrastructure? 

Does it provide a public service? 

Rain Water 

Interception  

Wildlife 

Habitat 

Property 

Value 

Cooling 

Air 

pollution 

Removal 

Lower Crime Stormwater 


