2026 Symposium Session
Description and Participants

Thursday, February 12,
2026 6-8 pm

Our Common Ground:
Shaping Jacksonville's
Environmental Story,
Block by Block

Ready to make a difference right in
your own backyard?

Join us for an evening dedicated to
helping you understand, protect, and
improve the environment you live in.
You'll get to engage directly with city
personnel, environmental experts, and
community leaders who will show you
how to use resources like the Resilient
Jacksonville Plan to identify and fund
projects in your own neighborhood.

This is your chance to turn ideas into
action and help shape the future of your
community. Come learn how to protect

the places you love and find the
resources to make it happen."

Latonia Batiste - Ivy
Environmental; Tiffany
Bess - Apple Rabbit
Compost; Karen
Blutcher - JEA; Monica
Cichowlas - COJ; Trey
Ford - St. Johns
Riverkeeper, Amy
Franqui -UF/IFAS
Extension Duval
County, Jothsna Harris -
Change Narrative, Dr.
Jenny Hinton - COJ,
Stephanie Means -
UF/IFAS Extension
Duval County,
Kristopher Smith - LISC

The Jessie

Friday Symposium - University of North Florida

LEGEND

Applied Science / Project Track




845a-10:15a

State of the River and
Morning Keynote
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Morning welcomes, SORR Exec
Summary and release of the Clean Air
North Florida Climate Action Plan

Dr. Karen Patterson -
UNF, Dr. Erin Largo-
Wight - UNF, Dr. Gerry
Pinto - JU, Ashantae
Green - COJ

Grand
Ballroom

10:30a-1145a

Septic Tank
Vulnerability
Assessment

BREAK

Sharing the results of the vulnerability
assessment and how it can be utilized

Tricia Kyzar - UF Ctr for
Coastal Solutions, Ron
Fick - University of
Florida

1058-2

BREAK
12:00 p - 1:15 p Luncheon Keynote Luncheon keynote and other Jothsna Harris Grand
announcements Ballroom

BREAK
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JEA’s Ryan Popko and Black & Veatch's Jo
Ann Jackson share how JEA is investing in a Rvan Popko -JEA
JEA Water Purification | sustainable future by using advanced multi- y P :

1:30p-2:15p Plant barrier technology to purify the water our Jo Ann Jackson - Black 1058-1
customers use before returning it to the & Veatch
aquifer.

BREAK




2.30p-3:15p

Compund Flood Model
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Session will provide an in-depth look at the
City's first ever probabilistic compound flood
model. The model provides us with a
comprehensive understanding of flooding in
Jacksonville, which can be used to inform
planning processes and reduce risks.

Anne Coglianese (COJ)
and Guillermo Simon
(Halff)

1058-1
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BREAK

3:30p-4:30p

Our Common Ground in
Action: Community
Driven Environmental
Stewardship

Designed and facilitated to inspire
reflection and storytelling among
Symposium participants, inviting them
to explore and articulate the personal
“‘why” behind their commitment to

environmental sustainability.

Jothsna Harris

Grand
Ballroom
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