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CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA



Geographically the largest city in the continental United States,
Jacksonville is blessed with a beautiful location and an abundance of natu-
ral resources.  Jacksonville's residents have access to an extensive network
of active and passive city parks, in addition to enjoying the wealth of
preservation lands acquired through Preservation Project Jacksonville,.

Comprised of more than 300 parks on nearly 9,000 acres of land,
Jacksonville has the largest urban park system in the United States.  In fact,
Jacksonville's green space alone is bigger than many entire cities, including
Minneapolis, Boston and San Francisco!

While the sheer size of the park system is impressive, its diverse offerings
are notable as well.  Thirty-five public pools, two oceanfront parks, 130
tennis courts, 21 boat ramps and a number of athletic fields and nature
parks are included in the city's public parks.  Jacksonville is also home to a
variety of specialty parks offering disc golf, skateboarding, bicycle trails, a
BMX course and areas for radio-controlled model airplanes. From swim 
lessons or kayaking through Jacksonville's waterways to soccer or nature
trails, the city's park system has much to offer. 

While the park system's size makes it exceptional, Mayor John Peyton is
also committed to enhancing its quality.  In order to take Jacksonville's
parks from the nation's biggest to its best, the mayor is seeking to improve
access to parks, upgrade facilities, and secure nationally-recognized leader-
ship for the system.  A Parks Task Force, established in April 2004, has
aided the mayor in this mission, intensively studying Jacksonville's park
system for one year, comparing it with park systems nationwide, hearing
from recognized park experts, and seeking input from local residents.

A set of recommendations from the task force is guiding efforts to advance
the city's parks, and the mayor took several initial steps in his FY 2005-
06 budget, including funds for a number of recommended improvements.
These include enhancing amenities and making upgrades at parks across
Jacksonville and adding three parks in the city's high-growth areas.   

Jacksonville's parks and preservation lands possess unique natural, cultural
and historical resources. From ball fields to marshlands and boat ramps to
nature walks, these valuable green spaces offer countless opportunities for
recreation and entertainment. It is our responsibility to preserve, protect,
enhance and interpret those resources for the enjoyment of citizens and
visitors for years to come.  
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The General Fund is the accounting entity that encompasses 
the bulk of activities normally considered governmental services
and those activities that are not required to be accounted 
for in separate funds.
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Special Revenue Funds account for the collection and 
disbursements of revenue sources that are legally restricted to
expenditures for specialized purposes.  In other words, special 
revenue activities have “strings” attached to their funding sources
that require them to be segregated from activities funded by
general pooled revenue.  Special revenue activities often 
complement similar General Fund activity counterparts and form
an integral part of the government-wide operational plan.
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Enterprise Funds account for activities that provide services to 
the general public on a user-charge basis, and that are generally
intended to be self-supporting through such charges.  
Enterprise activities are often comparable to private enterprise
operations in terms of both the nature of services provided and 
the corresponding rate structures.
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Internal Service Funds account for the activities of the city 
that render services on a user-charge basis to other activities of 
government, including the independent authorities.
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Trust and Agency Funds account for the fiduciary activities of the city, where-
in the city holds certain assets in a trustee capacity or acts as an agent for 
private citizens, other governmental organizations, or other funds.  Most 
Trust and Agency Funds (often referred to as Trust Funds) are similar to 
Special Revenue Funds in that they account for revenue that is restricted to
specific purposes and uses.  Characteristics that differentiate Trust Funds from
Special Revenue Funds are: the degree of fiduciary responsibility, more distinct
segregation of purposes, and revenue sources, which are generally special taxes
or fines that are generated locally. 

Component Units are legally separate organizations for which elected 
officials for the primary government are financially accountable.  In addition, 
a component unit can be another organization for which the nature and 
significance of its relationship with a primary government is such that 
exclusion would cause the reporting entity’s financial statements to be 
misleading or incorrect.
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