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Lex Hester Memorial Scholarship Trust Fund Committee Meeting
Meeting Minutes for August 5, 2025
Location: City Hall, Employee Services, 117 W. Duval Street, Suite 100

Attendees
Todd Norman			City of Jacksonville, Committee Chair
Kara Tucker			City of Jacksonville, Committee Vice Chair
Tracey Hester Flynn		Lex Hester family, via Teams
Georgette Dumont, Ph.D.	University of North Florida, Representative
Frederick Sumter		City of Jacksonville
Chuck Gibson		City of Jacksonville
Erin Abney			City of Jacksonville
Becky Javurek		City of Jacksonville, Staff

The meeting started at 2:00 pm
Todd Norman welcomed everyone, and introductions were completed.  Motion was made and approved for minutes from meeting on February 25, 2025.
Overview of UNF Master of Public Administration Program
Dr. Georgette Dumont provided an overview of the UNF program including enrollment, trends and advertisement.  The program has shown growth this year and recruitment efforts have been successful.  The program is currently in the process of being reaccredited. This is important to note since other programs are not accredited.  UNF offers on-line classes combined with in-person classes.  Also have a certification program that requires 12 credits, and the credits can be applied to the Master’s program.
Spring 2026
Agreed to post for applicants starting September 8, 2025 through September 19, 2025.  Viewed Mayor Deegan video from last posting regarding scholarship and discussed updating for new posting.
Annual Report to Mayor
A draft copy was provided to members.  The report is due to the Mayor’s Office in October.  Funds have increased.  Discussed possibility of awarding the scholarship to more than one candidate as the committee has done in the past.  
Roundtable Discussion
No further discussion
Next meeting
Next meeting will be in the spring to prepare for the Fall scholarship. 

Meeting ended at 2:40 pm
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