Jacksonville Sports & Entertainment Board

Minutes

September 20, 2011 – 8:30 a.m.

Members Present: Carl Cannon, Wilfredo Gonzalez, Lonnie Marts Jr., Pamela Payne, Ron Salem, Rick Wilkins

Members Absent: Shannon Miller, Michael Munz, Bob Rhodes

Staff Present: Michael Bouda, Sandy Ilog, Jorina Jolly, Ginny Walthour

Guests: Dan O’Byrne (Visit Jacksonville), Kim Ritten (Visit Jacksonville), Lee Moon (UNF), Mark Van Alystne (UNF), Danny Berenberg

I. Call to Order
Ron Salem called the meeting to order at 8:33a.m.

II. NCAA Track & Field

Ron Salem stated that UNF was awarded the State High School award for 2012 – 2013 and that UNF created a budget for this account. He said expenses are approximately $213,000 and income is expected to be around $309,000.  UNF is hoping to get a $30,000 grant from Florida Sports Foundation (FSF).  They also need $60 - $80 grand outside of the VisitJax Revenue. Mr. Salem wanted the board to vote on helping to cover operating expense.  Michael Bouda explained that because of the situation, this would have to pass from the JEDC Executive Director to the Mayor’s Office. 

Wilfredo Gonzalez made a motion that the JEDC Sports & Entertainment Board picks up 1/3 of the NCAA Track Event’s Operating Expenses not to exceed the capped amount of $65,000, seconded by Pamela Payne and the board approved unanimously.  

Dan O’Byrne from Visit Jacksonville said they will pay 1/3 of the expenses, as will the hotel community that will pay 1/3. A $7 room rebate goess directly to VisitJax, which is roughly about $70,000 worth. Mr. Bouda asked if UNF is putting any expense into this. Mr. Salem, Mark Van Alystne and Lee Moon said the expense will come out of UNF’s Athletic Department’s staff time, plus UNF put $17 million total into building the facility.  Jorina Jolly asked Mr. Salem how we anticipated paying and Mr. Bouda explained they would get the invoice and we would have to reconcile. 

Mr. Salem and Mr. O’Byrne discussed the throw pit and options with Mr. Van Alystne and Mr. Moon. The next City Council/TDC meeting is November 17, 2011, in which they would like to seek approval for UNF to seek funding from the TDC Trust Fund in the amount of $200,000.



III.  FL/GA Hall of Fame 

Mr. Bouda announced the inductees for this year’s Hall of Fame. Bill Saye and John Brantley from UGA and Kevin Carter and Nat Moore from UF. The Hall of Fame Inductee Ceremony Luncheon will be Friday, Oct. 28 at 12 noon. RSVPs for the Hall of Fame luncheon need to go to Sandy Ilog. She will send an email reminder to the board. 


The Jumbotron has been corrected with a full screen.  


IV. USA Swimming

Kim Ritten with Visit Jacksonville reported that they had an annual national meeting with USA Swimming and toured the arena with Mike Ungar, Mayor Brown and Michael Bouda. USA Swimming felt positive after leaving the tour. After the Olympics in London next year, they will choose the next cities, which right now there are two other cities bidding. We could build swimming pools in and around the Arena and would need sponsors to defray the expenses, however they will not know who’s awarded the bid until 2013. Mr. Salem said they seem very interested in Jax and our facilities.  


USA Swimming talked about needing a Hall of Fame exhibit during the tour, and Mr. Bouda agreed to let them set up their Hall of Fame in the Arena in place of the FL/GA Hall of Fame Exhibit.  


V. Gulf Coast Athletic Conf. Basketball Tournament

Mr. Bouda said we are trying to help Edward Waters College with this and will have more to report at a later date.


VI. River Boat Race

Mr. Bouda stated event details will follow at a later date. 


VII. Spring Training Baseball

Mr. Salem spoke with Rick Wilkins regarding Spring Training. Dates would be April 3 – 5, 2012 and involve one team. Mr. Wilkins said that now is the time to discuss Spring Training, especially since the Marlins are opening against the Yankees. Mr. Salem suggested that Mr. Wilkins talks to Paul McCormick. Mr. Salem believes that the Spring Training would be a good opportunity for Jacksonville, especially if we had the Marlins or Red Sox here. 


VIII. Boards & Commissions

Michael Bouda met with Mia Jones.  The Mayor’s Office will be looking more into Boards and Commissions then they have in the past. He will have more to report at a later date. 

IX. Old Business 

No old business to report. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:38 a.m.  


