Sports & Entertainment Board Meeting

City Hall at St. James Building

Conference Room E, 2nd Floor

Tuesday, June 19, 2012 – 8:30 a.m.
MEETING MINUTES
JEDC Sports & Entertainment Board Meeting

June 19, 2012
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Members Present:
Chair Ron Salem, Carl Cannon, Wilfredo Gonzalez, Lonnie Marts, 



Pamela Payne, Rick Wilkins, Bob Rhodes, Michael Munz

Members Absent:
Shannon Miller

Staff Present:

Alan Verlander, Michael Bouda, Sandy Ilog

CALL TO ORDER  

Called to order at 8:32 a.m. Chair Salem approved the April meeting minutes.
ORGANIZATIONAL UPDATE 

Alan Verlander discussed his role as the Director of Sports & Entertainment. Mr. Verlander will oversee Sports, Film and Special Events, Jaguars, and the Facility Management contracts. He explained that he will be a direct link to the Mayor with Sports & Entertainment communications. He talked about how the staff in Special Events will blend into the Sports & Entertainment division and merge all the people under one umbrella. He discussed that with the amount and types of events that are planning to come to Jacksonville, Special Events has to be a big part of Sports & Entertainment. The idea is to have one member from each board meet once a month to discuss events. Chamber of Commerce Board will participate in meetings. Carl Cannon asked about being an advisory board and if votes are important. Mr. Verlander expressed the importance of the Board’s votes. Bob Rhodes asked about a strategic plan. Mr. Verlander talked about a “re-branding” of the City of Jacksonville. 

RECENT EVENTS

Soccer – Michael Bouda said the US Soccer vs. Scotland event was extremely successful. Attendance was over 44,000 and was nationally and internationally viewed. U.S. Soccer was very happy about the turnout. The City made over $300,000. Mr. Verlander and Mr. Bouda discussed having a post-event financial report. Michael Munz expressed that (we) should own the numbers from the success of the soccer event.

Track & Field – Mr. Verlander said the NCAA Track & Field event was a success. It was a welcoming sight to see the Mayor at the event. NCAA representatives were thrilled. Track was overshadowed a little bit but still had media coverage. Mr. Bouda stated all invoices for track & field have been submitted.

Jazz Fest – was a success. Close to 200,000 people. It was cancelled a day early due to weather.

UPCOMING EVENTS 
FL/GA Hall of Fame – Mr. Bouda said everything is on schedule and they added a new event this year: the 5k race on Friday, 10/27. He announced newest inductees. Ruth Chris is catering again

Navy-Marine Corp Classic – Mr. Verlander talked about the teams for the Navy-Marine Corps Classic: Florida vs Georgetown. Teams moved a game to allow this event. Partnering with a 3rd party to sell title sponsorship ($1 mil). Profits will go to Sports Fund and Military Trust Fund and other efforts. Check Presentation to Wounded Warriors. We are selling local corporate packages. The attendance is expected to be 8,000 and possibly airing on the NFL Network. There are two other similar events but the Navy is supporting only our event.

Davis Cup Tennis -  Opportunity to bid on Davis Cup Tennis pending U.S. has to beat Spain. USTA would like to see tennis back in Florida. We will have two months to sell the event.

Braves Baseball -  Mr. Verlander is trying to get the spring training game late March 2013. He is meeting with John Schuerholz and discussing the possibility of playing in Jax after the team breaks camp. 

FL Sports HOF – Mr. Verlander said Doug Dickey approached him about doing the induction ceremony in Spring of 2013 or 2014. It is housed in Lake City but would love to have it in Jacksonville.

Jax Legends Program – Mr. Verlander explained that a Jax Legends Program would be similar to the Louisville Legends Event. It would showcase athletes that have played in Jax at one time or another. This would include a golf tournament, dinner with legendary players. 

Championship Volleyball – Mr. Bouda is looking to host an outdoor volleyball challenge last week in August or early September. Post-Olympic Tour Volleyball Championship. 2500 seats – City would keep all concessions and parking.

Sister Cities Challenge -  Mr. Verlander talked about a  Regatta with more than 80 boats go to Puerto Rico then to St. Augustine

NCAA Basketball bid – Mr. Verlander said the packages came out for 2014 and 2015. He’s working with JU on putting a bid together for an opportunity of getting this game back.

Swim updates -  Mr. Verlander is going to the swim trials next week. He spoke with Harold Cliff. Mr. Cliff told Mr. Verlander there would be a $40 million economic impact to our city.

NEW BUSINESS
Ron asked that we start meetings at 8:00 a.m.. He requested more coffee and snacks and a bigger conference room. Wilfredo Gonzalez brought up Hispanic-Heritage month; Hispanic game coming up.

ADJOURNMENT

Chair Salem adjourned meeting at 9:58 a.m.
