Jacksonville Sports & Entertainment Board

Minutes

June 14, 2011 – 8:30 a.m.

Members Present: Carl Cannon, Lonnie Marts Jr., Michael Munz, Ron Salem, Rick Wilkins

Members Absent: Wilfredo Gonzalez, Shannon Miller, Pamela Payne, Bob Rhodes

Staff Present: Michael Bouda, Sandy Ilog

Guests: Dan O’Byrne (Visit Jacksonville), Tim Miller (JEDC Sports Intern)
I. Call to Order
Ron Salem called the meeting to order at 8:35am
II. Guest Speaker: Dan O’Byrne

Dan O’Byrne is the new head at Visit Jacksonville.  Their mission is to drive hotel occupancy.  A large part of their mission is sports. When he came to Jacksonville, he knew that it was a major sports town and Visit Jax and JEDC Sports worked well together. There were 2 rounds opportunities: 2016 Swimming Olympic Trials. He said the US Aquatics Association is the governing board of this association. They had a pre-board meeting at the Hyatt a couple months ago. Their sales manager’s daughter is on the swim team at The Bolles School and Dan met her coach. The full board is meeting in Jax in September. He said FL is a leading market for swimming. 

Ron Salem said in the past, the JEDC Board was involved in trying to get a swim meet here before. Carl Cannon asked Dan to do some homework as far as how much this would cost, etc. Mr. Salem said there is clearly an interest but we will need more info. Mr. Salem asked Dan to communicate with himself or Michael Bouda once he gets more specs and info.  He said we can call the JEDC Sports board together for another meeting and come up with a proposal. Mr. O’Byrne said the Swimming Olympic Trails bring 20,000 room nights.  
Mr. O’Byrne spoke with the UNF Track coach. UNF has one of the best track facilities in the country.  They talked about hosting the NCAA Track event. Mr. Bouda said UNF has one of the 7 nationally rated tracks in the country. Bloomington, IN was one of the places considered for track however they do not have enough hotel rooms. The UNF Track Coach told Mr. O’Byrne that we need a throw pit, which costs about $200,000 to get that done. The NCAA would generate thousands of room nights. He said if we wanted to do it right, there will probably be a $700,000 score board plus some operation costs. He believes VisitJax and the TDC could help get involved in. Mr. Salem asked what we need to do at a bid perspective. Mr. Bouda said there’s a difference between City-owned facilities and private facilities. In this case, the bidding party would have to be UNF and not the City.  Mr. Munz spoke with Mayor-elect Alvin Brown about JEDC Sports Board and he’s excited to get the ball rolling with these various sporting events. Mr. Bouda agreed that Alvin Brown is truly a sports guy.  Mr. Salem advised Mr. O’Byrne to get the specifics and see everything that it entails and present it to Mr. Salem & Mr. Bouda. Mr. Cannon asked him to organize a meeting with Lee Moon and John Delaney. Mr. Munz asked that we form a committee out of the JEDC Sports Board.  Mr. Salem reminded Mr. Munz that when we were bidding on NCAA Basketball, we were still building the Arena.  

The swimming event would be in Sept 2016, and the track event would be in May 2012. 

III. Minutes

a. Approved by Carl Cannon, Seconded by Michael Munz

IV. FL/GA Hall of Fame

a. Inductees are set. GA: Bill Saye & John Brantley, for FL: Nat Moore and Kevin Carter. They haven’t yet been notified but will be today. There has not been a press release out about it yet.  There is a new sponsor which will be Ruth’s Chris Steak House. Although it will cost more, we have a sponsor who will help cover the costs. First Coast News will be our media sponsor this year.  Bobble heads this year will be Errict Rhett & Lindsey Scott.  We are a little behind on the bobbleheads because we were behind on securing Ruth’s Chris. We’re moving forward with the Florida/Rider Basketball Game on Friday, December 9th. It’s a perfect setup since it’s after the NCAA Tournament. 
We’re already working on a game for next year. 


b. No update on the scoreboard as Randy Goodwin has been very busy. 

V. Budget Update

a. Right now we have about $55,000 left in our budget. 

VI. Future Meetings & Events

a. Meeting dates & events were posted on the agenda and a separate print-out. 

b. Next meeting is August 16th. 

VII. Adjounment

The meeting adjourned at 9:28 a.m.  



