Mayor’s Hispanic American Advisory Board Meeting Minutes

Date:  January 31st, 2011
Time:  5:00 p.m.

Present: 
Paola Parra, Chairperson, Ed Perez, Jose Paredes, Michele Snow, Ricardo Bedoya, Idania Rojas Gropper, Nancy Alvarez-Hernandez, and Paul Martinez 
Staff Present: Greg Pease, Ana Andreu
Guests:  Melanie Patts, Vice President of Community Impact, United Way of Northeast Florida

Welcome:  Paola Parra called the meeting to order, and established quorum. 
Minute Approval
A motion to approve minutes from the meetings held on August 23, August 31, and October 25, 2010 was made and seconded.  Minutes were approved by the Board.

Committee Reports
Purpose of the committees is to better serve the Hispanic community. Each head is expected to provide the Board with updates on the different areas within the community.

The purpose of the MHAAB is to advise the Mayor on issues relating to the Hispanic community, as well as to reach out to the community.

Action: Greg will provide to the members any communication between the Mayor and the Board in prior years regarding any advise given regarding the Hispanic community.

New heads of committees were proposed and accepted.

Health & Welfare – Ed Perez

Public Safety – Michele De La Fuente Snow

Faith Based Community – Jose Paredes
Education – Idania Rojas Gropper
Scholarship Luncheon sub committee: Idania Rojas, Paola Parra, Ed Perez, Michelle Snow and Nancy Alvarez.
Public Relations – Nancy Alvarez-Hernandez
Cultural Events – Paul Martinez
Fundraising Committee – Leon Carrero

Legal/Government Affairs – Ricardo Bedoya
Old Business
The current financial statements were distributed to the members of the Board.  The Board has two accounts, an operating budget for postage and other miscellaneous expenditures that the Board might have. The second account is the trust fund which is where the Board deposits any donations received for the Luncheon.  Current balance on the trust fund is $6787.00.

The proposed dates for the Scholarship luncheon are 9/16/11 or 9/30/11.  

Paola is proposing to consolidate the scholarship application with the application that the chamber currently has.

Action: Greg will forward the current application to the board members for review and to be discussed during the next meeting.
New Business

The Board would like to purchase a plaque for Leon.  It was approved to spend the money for the recognition.
Health Fair
The Board would like to bring back the Health Fair for the Hispanic community.  An idea is to find a partner, like the Chamber, to assist in the organization and funding for this event.  The proposed time frame would be somewhere in the second quarter (January-March).

It was suggested that the Board go along with an established health fair for the time being, and provide services to Hispanics in that way. Also it was suggested that a needs study needs to be completed to address the needs of the community.  A health expert would be of great assistance on how to provide help the community.

Another option to assist the public would be a directory of Spanish speaking services. One of the Board members offered to assist with the printing of the directory.  The distribution channels need to be determined to estimate the amount of directories needed, and what type of funding might be needed. 
Diversity Symposium

Paola invited the board to look into the Diversity Symposium, which is seeking speakers for their February 22nd luncheon.

Michele sat in the Race Relations Committee for JCCI, she handed information to the members.

Action: Greg will present to the board a draft for an informational flyer.
Public Comment: The public was given two minutes for their public comment.
Next Meeting

Next Mayor’s Hispanic American Advisory Board Meeting will be on 2/28/11 at 5:00 p.m.

Meeting Adjourned

Minutes Prepared by:  Ana Andreu, Administrative Assistant   
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