Public Service Grant Council Meeting Minutes

Date:  September 21, 2010
Time:  10:02 a.m.

Present: Alberta Hipps, Chairperson, John Donahoo, Ronald Mallett, Edgar Mathis and Arnold Tritt 

Absent: Juan Diaz, Gwen Yates
Staff Present: Roslyn Mixon Phillips, Nancy Kirts, Sue Andrews, Sandy Arts, Lawsikia Hodges, Office of General Counsel and John Snyder
Welcome:  Alberta Hipps called the meeting to order and facilitated introductions.

Public Service Grant Council Meeting Minutes – 8/17/10

Motion: Ronald Mallett motioned to accept the minutes and Edgar Mathis seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Remarks from Kevin Hyde, Council Member, Group 4
Kevin Hyde stated that in the past, the Public Service Grants budget was over $12 million. He said that the recent budget has decreased to $2.5 million, while the needs for services have increase exponentially. He stated that the Public Service Grant Council was established to insulate the funding process by removing the politics to focus on the needs in the community. He said there are constrained resources which will continue to diminish over the next 2-3 years. He stated that he would like to see priority populations established that have the greatest impact in the community, but not exclude any agency in the process. Alberta Hipps asked that John Donahoo to explain the FY 2011 Funding Matrix. John Donahoo stated the FY 2011 Funding Matrix was based on each eligible funding request received sorted by priority population and sub-category. He said the Public Service Grant Council has looked to the community over the past three years to express what they feel the community needs were. He mentioned using an RFP as a means in the future to apply community needs into a more formalized application process.   
JCCI Community Snapshot
Skip Cramer referred to the “Quality of Life” (QOL) report as a decision maker’s tool. He said that the JCCI is no longer a funded Public Service Grant recipient, and therefore his comments were unbiased. The QOL document is updated regularly as new information is identified. Ben Warner spoke about the “Community Snapshot” (CS). He stated that public and private dollars are going down, while human needs are growing.  The CS report brings attention to areas of human needs in Jacksonville as being: Unemployment and related issues; social well-being and health related issues.   
FY 2012 Priority Populations

Alberta Hipps started by stating the FY 2011 Priority Populations as being: 
1. Homeless and low-income persons and families.  The population needs include, but are not limited to, shelter, counseling, health care, information and referral, legal assistance, work force development, education, emergency financial assistance, and other services that help move individuals and families toward economic independence.

2. Victims of abuse and neglect.  The population needs include, but are not limited to, shelter, counseling, legal assistance etc. for adults and seniors.
3. Adults with physical, mental and behavioral disabilities. The population needs include, but are not limited to, shelter, counseling, respite care, screening, addiction treatment, and therapy.

4. Residents of neighborhoods at high risk of crime.  The population needs include, but are not limited to, crime prevention, counseling, legal assistance, community organizing, and ex-offender training and counseling.  

The Priority Populations funding breakdown by category for FY 2010 Priority Populations: Homeless and low income persons and families – 54%, Victims of abuse and neglect – 11%, Adults with physical, mental and behavioral disabilities – 26%, Residents of neighborhoods at high risk of crime – 9%
Public Comments

Elder Source – Amy Moring stated that the senior population is growing at a rapid rate. By 2030, growth in the senior population is projected to be a 100% increase in Jacksonville. She stated that there are 10,540 seniors living with two or more disabilities and 12,710 are living below poverty level. 
Emergency Services and Homeless Coalition – Dawn Gillman stated that her organization is responsible for managing the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) and conducts an annual count of the homeless in Jacksonville. She said there are (26) member organizations that report into HMIS and she expects a 28% increase in homelessness from 2008 to 2009. She went on to say there are not enough beds with 600-700 homeless people with no place to sleep daily. 
Hubbard House – Ellen Siler stated that even though overall violent crime has decreased, domestic violence in Duval County is up by 9%. She went on to say that the case load for Hubbard House is 11% higher than the previous fiscal year. 
Jacksonville Area Legal Aid – Michael Figgins provided a handout detailing the level of services provided by the Jacksonville Area Legal Aid and noted the new dollars generated for clients that ultimately helped the local economy. He also provided a brief report on the current situation for foreclosures in Jacksonville.
Pine Castle – Randall Duncan stated that he represented a group of (5) agencies who provide services to adults with disabilities. He asked to continue to fund “Adults with physical, mental and behavioral disabilities to include a new sub-category of “job training and employment”. He stated that 370 children graduate from high school each year in need of unfunded services. He said that there are 819 people currently waiting for services. 
Learn to Read – Lelia Duncan stated that 1 out of 5 adults read at a 6th grade level (180,000 people). 
Nancy Kirts stated that the FY 2012 Priority Populations recommendations need to be submitted to City Council by 11/15/10. John Donahoo asked that the “Other” sub-categories be eliminated. Edgar Mathis suggested narrowing the focus and at the next meeting begin with reviewing the sub-categories up to the primary categories to look for priorities that will result in the biggest impact in the community. Alberta Hipps asked to move the November 16, 2010 meeting to November 9, 2010 to provide more time to finalize the FY 2012 Priority Populations.

Council Auditor’s Office Non-Compliance List

Nancy Kirts stated that there was only one unresolved issue being Prisoners of Christ and she felt that this may never change.

Alberta Hipp’s Resignation
Ms. Hipps stated that she had submitted her letter of resignation to the Mayor recently and will continue to serve as Chairperson until her replacement is made. Roslyn Mixon Phillips stated that the Mayor’s Chief of Staff is currently working on her replacement.
The next Public Service Grant Council Meeting will be on 10/19/10 at 10:00 a.m.
Meeting Adjourned

Time:  11:53 a.m.

Minutes Prepared by:  Nancy Kirts, AMIO   
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