CITY OF JACKSONVILLE FLORIDA

Mayeor, and the Superintendent of the
Duval County Public Schocl System ask
through enthusiastic suppout lettens for
the public to jein in the commemaration of
o‘lecmfl?i&auﬁt’o 1562 aviival at the St.

”&ejacﬁoamﬁﬁe&ty@auna@ce@eﬂzatw
the 450th annivewsany thwougha
wesolution that celebrates tfwﬁmtca&mq

aﬁmenandwamenoeeﬁmgu&gww.s
{heedammtﬁe./\/’ew‘wwd S




Introduced by'CounciI

Member Yarborough &

Co-sponsored by CM

Anderson, Bishop, Boyer,

Brown, Carter, Clark,

Crescimbeni, Daniels, Gaffney, Gulliford, Holt, 150 e /
Jones, Joost, Lee, Love, Lumb, Redman, Schellen‘éeré o5 i

RESOLUTION 2012-110
A RESOLUTION CELEBRATING THE 450TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LANDING OF.JEAN RIBAULT IN THE NEW WORLD; COMMEMORATING
.THE EVENTS THAT- L'ED TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FIRST
EUROPEAN COLONY OF MEN AI\_I.D WOMEN ESTABLISHED FOR THE
PURPOSE OF RELIGIbUS FREEDOM; DESIGNATING MAY 1, 2012 AS

~ JEAN RIBAULT DAY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.




The Saga of Jean Ribault
and the French Colony m, North Flonda

Script and Misuals by Emi Ly
| Jacksonv
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“For sheer drama, the French-Spanish rivalry in Florida is
unsurpassed in the history of our country. Against a
background of discovery as daring as the 20t"—century
penetration into the cosmos, eager colonists from France,
pushed into a new world...Their settlement was savagely
overwhelmed by Spanish enemies in the first decisive battle
for our land. Fort Caroline was lost to France. But into the

Southeast it had brought the Age of Colonization.”

Albert Manucy
Historian — Nation;l Park Service
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In 1562, the French nation’s most
renowned navigator and sea
captain, Jean Ribault, a Huguenot,
was selected to lead the voyage
for settlement in the New World.
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“Thenext day in the morning,” May 1, 1562, at dawn,
Ribault and some of his oar smen took large rowboats
from thetall sailing shipsto investigatetheriver as
natives looked on. And to note the special day and date,
Ribault named the waterway, the River May...today
known asthe St. Johns.

























T HE PVHOLE AND
grue Difcotterye of Terra Florida,
(englithed the Floihing [ante.)Cons-
teyning afwell the wonderfull feaunge nas -
tures and manees of thc peopie, ot the mey

ueplons commodtties and treafures of the
country : As slfo the plealfaunt Portes,
P auens, and bapes therconic Rouee
- foundeout befozc thelal
perers 62.
Qitten in Frenche by Laptane Wibauld
the fpalt that wholipe difcoucred the fame.
Bud nobe nellp fet Fozthe in Engulie
- the.zrx of SBap. 1553.

2 Prynted at London by Rouland Halla; = -.
o for Thomas Hackes. =
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1563

Ribault’sfame
continued to grow
after hisjournal of
the New World
voyage was printed in

1563 and distributed
throughout Europe. It
wasthen that he
turned to Elizabeth |
of England who
pledged support for a
return trip.




ordered Ribault

support Ribault
jailed in the

growing friction
between France
and England,

Instead of the
Elizabeth

(D)
e
d
i
o
=













L audonniere chose land overlooking theriver that he and Ribault had
selected for the site of the first French colony in the New World, La
Caroline. Of the estimated 300 who sailed, therewere 110 sailors, 120
soldiersand four women among the settlers. Also among therankswere
leading French families, laborers, and artisans. The overwhelming
majority was Huguenot, but there were Catholics, M oor s and agnostics.

La Caroline also included thefirst record of free African colonistsin the
New World.
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New Colonists

With a negotiated release of Jean Ribault, he was now freeto
rush reinforcements and supplies to La Caroline. Hundreds of
soldiers and settlers on seven sailing ships left Havre de Grace,

France on May 23rd and arrived at the River May on August
28th. I




Still, Laudonnierelikely realized the only
alternative for survival was a temporary
return to Francefor provisions and
reinforcements. So, at the end of August
1565, the exhausted colonists boar ded
snips and waited for headwindsto set sail

for France. Anxiety mounted when the
colonists spotted shipson the horizon ---
werethe sails Spanish or French? Soon
fear turned to joy as Jean Ribault’s ships
wer e identified. The provisionsand
reinforcements had arrived!
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The brutal storm convinced the colonists that a Spanish strike
would be impossible. The attack on the unguarded fort startled
and shocked the sleepl ng French. In Iessth@% an hour, the
slaughter of thefsol ony was cemm ete. Men; women, ch| Idren
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the founder of St.

|le the name
ttle more

than a supply dump in his

i
Menendez is synonymous
im

Wh
in. Menendez
used the area that would
icaas

th bloodbath among

Wi

dead at the hands of Pedro
become the oldest city in
i

By the end of the episode,
hundreds of French lay
Menendez and the

Spani

some North Flori

most know h

August

Amer

battles against the

Ization occurred

on North Florida soil more than a half century before the much

French. An entire bloody chapter of European colon

celebrated history of the Jamestown colony. A whole colorful chapter

Florida history would pass before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth.
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QDominique de Gourgues













